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e Concentrate development in and around the existing hamlets of Pittsgrove.

e Continue to require new houses in agricultural areas to be clustered on lesser soils.

e Direct new development and redevelopment to places in relation to their
transportation and environmental capacities.

Salem County Master Plan

Salem County, in an effort to prepare for future growth of development and due to
increased pressure on the natural environment, established goals to protect the natural
environment and agricultural operations. These goals are consistent with those of the
Township and will support conservation work in the Township. The following goals, as
stated in the County Master Plan are:

e Protect the ground water resources of Salem County from depletion and/or
contamination.

e Protect and manage bodies of surface water for future use.

e Protect major ecosystems from undue imbalances set in motion by inappropriate
development.

e A proper balance of land uses compatible with each other and the environment.

e A viable agricultural economy should be fostered and protected.

e Establish regional open spaces commensurate with the needs of the population
and the need for preserving important natural features and resources.

e Provide regional recreation facilities to meet the needs of as many people as
possible; locate recreation facilities as close as possible to centers of population.

Salem County - Smart Growth Plan

In Salem County 40% of the total land area is dedicated to productive farmland,
which is primarily concentrated in the central and eastern portions of the county. In order
to direct development in a sustainable manner that will protect natural resources and the
rural character of Salem County the Salem County Board of Chosen Freeholders has
adopted the following goals and objectives. They are found in the county’s Smart
Growth Plan Delaware River and Interstate 295/Turnpike Planned Growth Corridor.
Although the Plan focuses on the Growth Corridor it is set in the overall context of Salem
County and functions as an overall vision for the county.

e Inventory environmentally sensitive resources.

e Assist governmental and environmental organizations in the development and
maintenance of an inventory (including block and location mapping) of natural
features in Salem County.

e Create a priority list of endangered environmental sites and resources in need of
protection.

e Request DEP assistance in two areas: providing local water supply information
and developing long-term solutions to address sustainability of water supply.

e Protect environmental resources from sprawl and related threats.

e Work with State agencies, municipal leaders, and environmental groups in the
development and implementation of plans and strategies to protect the County’s
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environmental resources, emphasizing the need for countywide watershed
planning.

e Work with the County’s municipalities to include environmental protection plans
and strategies in their master plans and ordinances, and in their development
review process.

e Provide training workshops for municipalities to protect wildlife resources
through development ordinances that provide buffer areas and incorporate
clustering and conservation subdivision design techniques in the site
plan/subdivision review process.

e Promote the use of clustering subdivision techniques, which allow residential lots
to be smaller then what is traditionally permitted by municipal zoning. By
providing for permitted residential land development on smaller land areas,
municipalities will increase open space and common areas that can be used by
residents while reducing infrastructure costs.

e Promote the placement of residential units in a subdivision to preserve rural
character and natural areas. Placement of structures adjacent to tree lines can
minimize visual impacts of development and help preserve rural character.

e County Planning Office should take the lead in creating a toolbox of sample
ordinance, an open space plan and a farmland preservation plan.

e Establish Salem County Wellhead Protection Areas and require appropriate buffer
to prevent contamination of groundwater resources.

e Encourage municipalities to create municipal or multijurisdictional environmental
commissions or committees to assist in the planning and implementation of
environmental strategies.

e Preserve natural resources through land regulation, acquisition and other
conservation efforts.

e In cooperation with municipalities and appropriate agencies, determine the
environmentally sensitive areas to be preserved through development and
restrictive zoning.

e In cooperation with the Salem County Agriculture Board, State and
environmental agencies, determine and delineate area to be protected through land
easement programs. Work with appropriate organizations in the development of
strategies/options for obtaining or preserving the designated areas.

e Develop a target vision for a percentage of land to be preserved as open space and
for recreational use.

e Develop a target vision for a percentage of farmland to be preserved and managed
by family-owned businesses.

e Consistent with the best practices of environmental resource management,
promote accessibility and passive and active recreation by the public.

New Jersey State Development and Redevelopment Plan

The NJ State Development and Redevelopment Plan was established by the state
legislature to provide an integrated statewide planning tool to help guide future planning
in New Jersey. The plan delineates five planning areas that are, “large masses of land that
share a common set of conditions.”®*The Township of Pittsgrove lies within four
different areas: the Rural Planning Area (PA4), the Rural / Environmentally Sensitive
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Area (PA4B), the Environmentally Sensitive Area (PA5), and the Parks and Natural
Areas.

The Rural Planning Area (PA4) comprises much of the countryside of New Jersey,
where large concentrations of cultivated or open land surround rural regional, town
village and hamlet centers. These open lands include most of New Jersey’s prime
farmland, which has the greatest potential of sustaining continued agricultural activities
in the future. A small amount of PA4 land is found in Pittsgrove in the southern corner
between Parvin State Park and Union Wildlife Management Area. PA4 encroaches from
Deerfield Township.®?

Within the Rural Planning Area (PA4), the goals are to:

« Maintain the environs as large contiguous areas of farmland and other lands;
e Revitalize cities and towns;

e Accommodate growth in Centers;

e Promote a viable agricultural industry;

o Protect the character of existing, stable communities; and

e Confine programmed sewers and public water services to Centers.

The Environmentally Sensitive Planning Area (PA5) contains large contiguous land
areas with valuable ecosystems, geological features and wildlife habitats. Some of these
lands have remained somewhat undeveloped while other areas have experienced
extensive development such as the costal barrier islands. In Pittsgrove, PA5 overlays the
waterbodies and residential developments throughout the Township, for example PAS
includes the Willow Grove Lake Preserve properties because of the sensitivity of the
buffer lands for Still Run, Willow Grove Lake, and the Maurice River. PA5 follows the
Maurice south through the Township, broken only by the Union Lake Watershed
Manage6r3r1ent Area. It also includes the development in and around Brotmanville and
Norma.

Within the Environmentally Sensitive Planning Area (PA5), the goals are to:

o Protect environmental resources through the protection of large contiguous areas
of land;

e Accommodate growth in Centers;

o Protect the character of existing stable communities; and

o Confine programmed sewers and public water services to Centers; and revitalize
cities and towns

The Rural and Environmentally Sensitive Area (PA4B) is a sub-area, which contains
valuable ecosystems or wildlife habitats. This area supports agriculture and other related
economic development efforts that ensure diversity within New Jersey. Development
and redevelopment is this area should respect the natural resources and environmentally
sensitive features of the area. PA4B is tied to the land that is not covered by PA4 and
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PAS. This land is primarily dedicated to farming and is loosely reflected on the Open
Space Map by farm-assessed property.®

The Parks and Natural Areas delineation differ from the Planning Areas designation
in that it is more focused on purpose and use. These lands present public investment
specifically for resource preservation and the provision of recreational opportunities.
They include state and federally owned or managed tracts as well as local parks that have
been identified through the cross-acceptance and map amendment processes. The Park
and Natural Area consist of tracts of land that have been dedicated for public benefit. In
Pittsgrove Township this area consists of all state owned open space including Elmer
Lake WMA, Rainbow Lake WMA, Union Lake WMA, and Parvin State Park.®

With the delineation of Parks and Natural Areas, the State Plan’s intention is to:

Provide for the protection of critical natural resources;

Provide public recreational and educational opportunities;

Ensure the maintenance of associated facilities; and

Ensure the incorporation of these areas into a system of open lands.

Salem County Agriculture Development Board
Farmland Preservation Program

The Salem County Agriculture Development Board Agriculture Advisory Committee
in Pittsgrove works with farmland owners to preserve farmland in order to achieve a
number of objectives including the following:

e Maintain contiguous agricultural areas and prevent their division by residential
and non-residential uses by zoning for appropriate uses and intensities;

e Continue to require new houses in agricultural areas to be clustered on lesser
soils;

e Acquire farmland preservation easements and development rights in agricultural
development areas in conjunction with Salem County;

e Balance acquisition efforts between large and small farming operations; and

e Support State and County efforts in funding farmland preservation. Retain
current local funding portion and make it a permanent part of the budget.

There are three areas in Pittsgrove where farmland preservation efforts can be
concentrated. The most significant of these areas is the western portion of the Township,
west of Buck Road (Route 553), an area where farmland preservation efforts have been
successful. The second most significant area is in the north central portion of the
Township east of Buck Road, however this area contains relatively few preserved farms.
The third most significant farmland area is in the eastern portion of the Township west of
Brotmaré\gille and Norma where many small farms exist, but few are contiguous with one
another.

The State of New Jersey understands the need to preserve agricultural land and is
directly involved in this process through the Farmland Preservation Program. This
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program is administered by each County Agricultural Development Board, which works
with the Agriculture Advisory Committee in Pittsgrove. All preservation applications
except for Planning Incentive Grant applications are submitted to the County Board for
consideration. They examine each application and award grants based on whether or not
an application meets their criteria, which includes a farm’s distance from already
preserved farms (within a half mile is preferable) and how well the preservation of the
farm will fit into a farm preservation district or belt. Currently in Pittsgrove Township
there are 2,050 acres of preserved farmland.®’

History of the Open Space Program

In November 1999 residents of Pittsgrove cast their support for the establishment of a
local open space trust fund for open space, recreation, farmland, and historic preservation
in the Township. The tax was for one-half cent (0.05) per one hundred dollars of
assessed value, and was established in 2000. On July 13, 2000 the Pittsgrove Township
Committee passed Resolution #2000-91 a “Resolution for Dedication by Rider Trust
Fund for Open Space, Recreation, Farmland, and Historical Preservation.” A copy of the
resolution is included in the Appendix.

In November 2003 the residents of Pittsgrove once again cast their support in favor of
open space preservation by approving an increase in the Open Space Preservation Tax to
three cents ($0.03) per one hundred dollars of assessed value. A total of 2,272 residents
voted on the proposal of which 56% voted in favor of the tax increase. The Township
Committee passed Resolution 04-32 in February 2004 to increase the Open Space
Preservation Tax to three cents ($0.03) for the acquisition of farmland and open space,
including natural areas, sensitive habitats and water resources in the Township. The tax
generated $170,000 in 2003 and the total value of the fund is $400,000, as of December
2004.

Land Preserved

In 1985 the Township acquired Green Branch Park using a $78,902 loan and a
$59,634 grant from the Green Acres program.

Pittsgrove Township in 2004 contributed $200,000 to a matching grant with the
Division of Parks and Forestry for the acquisition of the Centerton Country Club
property. The property consists of 227 acres and will eventually become an extension of
Parvin State Park. The property contains approximately 80 acres of wooded uplands and
wetlands and satisfies the Township’s goal of protecting forest cover throughout the
Township. The Township raised the money by bonding.

Township of Pittsgrove — Open Space and Recreation Plan, January 2005 29



Preservation Partners, Tools, and Funding Sources in the
Township of Pittsgrove

The following three sections provide a guide for resources available to the Pittsgrove
Township Open Space Trust Fund Committee as they work to accomplish their open
space program goals. These sections detail information on possible preservation partners,
most commonly used techniques in preserving land, and potential sources of funding for
open space or recreation.

Partners in Open Space Preservation

Protecting a system of open space and recreational lands results from creating a network
of engaged residents, landowners, neighboring towns and local nonprofit groups. Impacts
of development and preservation rarely affect one town, but are regional in nature and
surrounding communities hold similar interests in preserving land and natural resources.
Working with their state partners, land trusts, and neighboring municipalities, Pittsgrove
will be able to help preserve what is becoming increasing less available. With close
interconnection and interdependence with organizations involved in farmland, open space
and historic land preservation, Pittsgrove Township can work toward permanently
protecting their community’s natural and recreational resources.

National Park Service.

The National Park Service is a Federal organization dedicated to maintaining and
conserving parks throughout the United States as a way of protecting the heritage of
America. The National Park Service has designated the Maurice River as a “Wild and
Scenic River” and works with surrounding community organizations to help keep the
river pristine.

National Park Service / Paul Kenney / Rivers & Trails Assistance / National Park Service

/ 200 Chestnut Street / Philadelphia, PA 19106 / tel. 215-597-5823 / fax. 215-597-5747 /
Paul_Kenney@nps.gov / www.nps.gov
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United States Department of Agriculture, Natural Resource Conservation Service,
Conservation Security Program.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture administers the Conservation Security Program
spearheaded by the Natural Resource Conservation Service. The program will pay
farmers for using ecologically sustainable farming methods. This is the second year for
the program and the Maurice Cohansey Watershed is eligible the funding round for
Winter 2004.

NJ Office / USDA, NRCS / 220 Davidson Ave. 4th Floor / Somerset, NJ 08873 /
Administrator: Gary Lee / Phone: 732-537-6040 / Fax: 732-537-6095 /
Gary.Lee@nj.usda.gov / www.nrcs.usda.gov

NJ Department of Environmental Protection (NJDEP).

The Department of Environmental Protection (NJDEP) is committed to providing a high
quality of life for the residents of New Jersey. The Department's mission is to assist the
residents of New Jersey in preserving, sustaining, protecting and enhancing the
environment to ensure the integration of high environmental quality, public health and
economic vitality.

New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection / DEP Main Building /
401 East State Street, Trenton, NJ 08625 / http://www.state.nj.us/dep/

NJ DEP Division of Fish and Wildlife.

The N.J. Division of Fish and Wildlife is a professional environmental agency dedicated
to the protection, management and wise use of New Jersey's fish and wildlife resources.
The Wildlife Management Areas in Pittsgrove are Union Lake Wildlife Management
Area, Rainbow Lake Wildlife Management Area, and Elmer Lake Wildlife Management
Area.

NJ Department of Fish and Wildlife / PO Box 400 / Trenton, NJ 08625 /
www.state.nj.us/dep/fgw

NJ DEP Division of Parks and Forestry.

The New Jersey Division of Parks and Forests is part of the Department of
Environmental Protection. Responsibilities of the Division of Parks and Forests include
stewardship of 39 parks, 11 forests, 3 recreation areas and over 50 historical sites. One of
these parks includes Parvin State Park located in Pittsgrove.

NJ Division of Parks and Forestry / Department of Environmental Protection /

PO Box 402 / Trenton, NJ 08625-0402 / (800) 843-6420 /
www.state.nj.us/dep/parksandforests/parks/index.html
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NJ DEP, Green Acres Program.

Green Acres administers the Planning Incentive Program, which provides grants to
municipalities for open space acquisition and preservation and loans for recreation
facility development. The funding requires a one to one dollar match.

New Jersey Green Acres Program / P.O. Box 412 / Trenton, New Jersey 08625-0412 /
www.state.nj.us/dep/greenacres / Phone: 609.984.0608 /
Contact: Curt Gellerman, Southern Team Leader

New Jersey State Agriculture Development Committee (SADC).

Through coordination with the County Agricultural Development Boards, local
governments and non-profit organizations, the State Agricultural Development
Committee administers the state farmland preservation program. The farmland
preservation program includes the purchase of agricultural easements, the purchase in fee
simple of entire farmland properties (to be auctioned off with an agricultural easement),
and the acceptance of donations of agricultural easements. The Township has a Planning
Incentives Grant program (P.1.G.) with the SADC. The PIG program requires
municipalities to adopt a farmland preservation element of their municipal master plan,
establish a local farmland preservation committee, enact a local open-space preservation
tax and enact a right-to-farm ordinance.

New Jersey State Agricultural Development Committee / Jack Gallagher / Acting
Executive Director / John Fitch Plaza / PO Box 330 / Trenton, NJ 08625-0330 / Phone:
(609) 984-2504 / Fax: (609) 633-2004 / jack.gallagher@ag.state.nj.u /
www.state.nj.us/agriculture/sadc/sadc.htm

Salem County Board of Agriculture.

The Salem County Board of Agriculture oversees the agricultural dealings within the
county and handles all issues concerning agriculture. They also work closely with the
Rutgers Cooperative Extension of Salem County.

Salem County Board of Agriculture / 51 Cheney Road, Suite 1 / Woodstown, NJ 08098 /
Phone: 856-769-0090 / fax: 856-769-1439 / www.salem.rutgers.edu/scba.html

Rutgers Cooperative Extension of Salem County.

The Rutgers cooperative Extension of Salem County provides the county with soil testing
services and gives lots of technical assistance and funding to farmland owners. The co-op
helps with giving valuable farming information and with keeping farmland viable.

Rutgers Cooperative Extension of Salem County / 51 Cheney Rd. Suite 1 / Woodstown,

NJ 08098 / Phone: 856-769-0090 / Fax: 856-769-1439 / Marie Banasiak — Programs
Assistant for Agriculture / banasiak@rce.rutgers.edu / http://salem.rutgers.edu
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Salem County Historical Society.

The Salem County Historical Society was founded in 1884 and relies on donations from
community members for both funding and goods of historical value to display. The
Society offers an array of educational programs for people of all ages as well as field trips
throughout Salem County.

Salem County Historical Society / 79-83 Market St/ Salem, NJ 08079 / 856-935-5004 /
www.salemcounty.com / schs@verizon.net

Salem County Greenkeepers.
The Salem County Greenkeepers are made up of member organizations that are dedicated
to keeping the Salem River Watershed free of non-point source pollution.

Salem County Greenkeepers. / http://salem.rutgers.edu/greenkeepers

Salem County Watershed Task Force.

The Salem County Watershed Task Force is the only all-volunteer water monitoring
group in Salem County. They are dedicated to environmental education and advocacy in
order to help keep the Salem County’s Watersheds pristine.

Salem County Watershed Task Force / 439 Watson’s Mill Road / Elmer, NJ 08318 /
Phone: 856-769-1524 / Vice Chair: Nancy Merritt / watershedgal@netzero.com /
www.scwitf.org

Citizens United to Protect the Maurice River and its Tributaries, Inc.

Citizens United is a volunteer, nonprofit corporation dedicated to the preservation and
protection of the Maurice River watershed for the enjoyment of this and future
generations.

Citizens United / P.O. box 474 / Millville, NJ 08332 / forrivers@aol.com /
WwWWw.cumauriceriver.org

Federation of Gloucester County Watersheds.

Gloucester County Watersheds is a non-profit, volunteer organization that provides

citizens with information on how to protect their local watersheds and preserve their
natural resources. One of the Federation’s major project areas is the Upper Maurice

Watershed which flows into Pittsgrove Township.

questions@sjwatersheds.org / www.sjwatersheds.org
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Pinelands Preservation Alliance.

The Pinelands Preservation Alliance advocates for Pinelands preservation before
government agencies like the New Jersey Pinelands Commission and seeks to educate the
public about the Pinelands and the threats facing its natural resources. PPA’s advocacy
work consists of monitoring public agencies, protecting water quality of the Pine Barrens
ecosystem, protecting aquifers and improving habitat protection for endangered species
of the Pinelands.

www.pinelandsalliance.org / ppa@pinelandsalliance.org

Morris Land Conservancy.

Founded in 1981, Morris Land Conservancy is a non-profit, member-supported
organization dedicated to preserving and permanently protecting open space lands in
northern New Jersey. The Conservancy assisted Pittsgrove Township in the production of
its Open Space and Recreation Plan.

Morris Land Conservancy / 19 Boonton Avenue / Boonton, NJ 07005 /
http://www.morrislandconservancy.org / Phone: 973.541.1010 / Fax: 973.541.1131 /
Email: info@morrislandconservancy.org /

The Nature Conservancy.

The top priority for the Nature Conservancy is to protect plants and animals by protecting
the lands they live on. By using their method of “Conservation by Design,” the Nature
Conservancy has managed to protect 117 million acres of land worldwide since their
establishment in 1951. The Nature Conservancy has preserved and manages 1,174 acres
in the Willow Grove Lake Preserve in Pittsgrove.

The Nature Conservancy / www.nature.org
New Jersey Chapter Office / 200 Pottersville Road / Chester, NJ 07930 / 908-879-7262

National Resource Conservation Service (NRCS).
The Natural Resources Conservation Service provides leadership in a partnership effort
to help people conserve, maintain, and improve our natural resources and environment.

National Resource Conservation Service / 220 Davidson Ave / 4th Floor / Somerset, New
Jersey / 08873 / Telephone: 732-537-6040 / Fax: 732-537-6095 / www.nj.nrcs.usda.gov
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The Forest Stewardship Program.

The Forest Stewardship Program (FSP) is a federally funded forest management program
designed by the US Forest Service and National Association of State Foresters. The
program is intended to encourage management of private forestland for non-commaodity
benefits, such as wildlife, recreation, aesthetics and water quality as well as traditional
commaodities like timber and wood products. Pittsgrove Township has properties in the
Forest Stewardship Program.

The Forest Stewardship Program / New Jersey Forest Service / PO Box 404 / Trenton, NJ
/ 08625-0404 / Tel. 609-292-2531 / Fax. 609-984-0378 /
www.state.nj.us/dep/parksandforests/forest/index.html

Rails to Trails Conservancy.

This national conservation organization has been successful in converting abandoned
railroad beds into trails. Rails to Trails advocates re-using old railroad beds for recreation
and transportation. Trails for the potential Rail-Trial will be beneficial to both smart
growth and conservation efforts.

Rails to Trails Conservancy / 1100 17th Street, 10th Floor, NW / Washington, D.C.
20036 / Phone: 202-331-9696 / www.railstrails.org

South Jersey Land Trust.

South Jersey Land Trust is a regional land trust whose mission is to protect and preserve
the natural, cultural, and historic heritage of southern New Jersey. South Jersey Land
Trust preserves land through fee simple acquisition and conservation easements. The
organization also assists state, county and local entities in open space planning,
acquisition and management.

South Jersey Land Trust / 229 Lake Avenue / Pittman, NJ 08071 /Phone: 856-589-2049 /
Fax: 856-589-4317 / janet@njconservation.org

Partners for Fish and Wildlife.

Established in New Jersey in 1991, the Partners for Fish and Wildlife are working with a
wide variety of partners to conserve, protect, and enhance fish, wildlife, and their
habitats. This program offers technical and financial assistance to private landowners in
order to help them restore wetlands and other fish and wildlife habitats on their land.

Partners for Fish and Wildlife Program / Federal US Fish and Wildlife Service / NJ Field

Office / 927 N. Main St. / Building D / Pleasantville, NJ 08232 / Ph: 609-646-9310 /
Fax: 609-646-1456 / www.privatelandownersnetwork.org/summaries/nj-needs.pdf
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New Jersey Agricultural Society.

The Agricultural Society, with its slogan of “Agriculture Helps Keep New Jersey Green,”
is concerned with preserving and enhancing the agricultural industry through educational
and promotional programs. Founded in 1781, this program provides an opportunity for
individuals involved in farming and agribusiness to become informed leaders and helps
teachers and their students learn about agriculture and how useful and important it is in
real life.

New Jersey Agricultural Society / PO Box 331/ Trenton, NJ 08625 /
Phone: 609-394-7766 / fax: 609-292-3978 / www.state.nj.us/agriculture/agsociety

Pittsgrove Historical Society.
The Pittsgrove Historical Society is committed to preserving the history of the town.

Pittsgrove Historical Society/ Herb Wegner / Township of Pittsgrove 989 Centerton Road
Pittsgrove, New Jersey / 08318 / Phone (856) 358 3722 / Fax (856) 358 3055

Shade Tree Advisory Committee.

The Shade Tree Advisory Committee was established by the township committee and
their goal is to preserve trees, plant new ones and inventory the trees in Pittsgrove.
Shade Tree Advisory Committee / Phone: 856-358-3722 /

www.pittsgrovetownship.org/STAC

Bass Fishing Clubs International.
This club was formulated to unite Bass Fishing Clubs across the world. Pittsgrove
Township has its own chapter, The Bass Fever Excaliburs.

Bass Fishing Clubs International / PO Box 285 / Joppa, MD 21085
Iwww.bassfishingclubs.com / info@bassfishingclubs.com

P.R.I.D.E.

The primary purpose of P.R.I.D.E. (Pittsgrove Residents in Defense of our Environment)
is focusing on preserving the rural character, legacy and natural resources of Pittsgrove
Township and surrounding areas.

www.pittsgrovetownship.org / PittsgrovePride@yahoo.com
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Pittsgrove Soccer Club.

Pittsgrove Soccer Club is a volunteer non-profit corporation, run by an elected board of
trustees, officers and club members who are affiliated with the New Jersey State Youth
Soccer Association. The purpose of the club is to provide children with an opportunity to
learn about the game of soccer, to gain instruction in the finer points of the game of
soccer. The club plans to add more tournaments and a traveling league in 2005.

Pittsgrove Soccer Club / PO Box 412 / ElImer, NJ 08318 / 856-358-2999 /
www.pittsgrovesoccer.com

Centerton Golf Club.

Since 1962, Centerton Golf Club, located in Pittsgrove Township, has been a favorite of
golfers who enjoy a wooded setting around the course. This Par 71 course is available for
daily fee and tournament golfing and was recently preserved by the Green Acres
Program.

Centerton Golf Club / Physical Address: Rt. 540 / 1016 Almond Rd. / Pittsgrove, NJ
08318 / Mailing Address: PO Box 575 / Elmer, NJ 08318 / Phone: 856-358-2220 / Fax:
856-358-3007 / www.centerton.com /

Cumberland Cape Atlantic YMCA.
The YMCA of Vineland has now become the Cumberland Cape Atlantic YMCA to serve
a larger area. The Vineland YMCA runs a campground in Pittsgrove Township.

Cumberland Cape Atlantic YMCA / 1159 East Landis Avenue / Vineland, NJ 08360 /
Phone: 856-691-0030 / Fax: 856-696-0121 / cca@cca.ymca.org / www.cca.ymca.org
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Preservation Tools

This section is a listing of the tools and funding sources available to preserve open
space. It is not an exhaustive listing, but it includes the most commonly used and most
successful techniques.

Fee Simple Acquisition

Usually, the most expensive way to preserve property is direct acquisition through fee
simple. The title to the property changes hands from one owner to another. A
disadvantage to this approach is the need to have the full purchase price available at the
closing. Government agencies may not be able to raise the funds in time before an owner
decides to sell the property to another buyer.

Municipal Preservation Tools

One preservation tool at the disposal of the municipality is tax foreclosure. If a parcel
falls under Pittsgrove Township’s ownership through tax foreclosure, the municipality
may want to consider holding the property as part of its lands for recreation and
conservation purposes if its falls within an identified greenway corridor. Periodic
examination of properties with tax liens upon them may also yield opportunities for the
municipality to purchase the lien and preserve the land for environmental or recreational
uses.

The Township may want to develop educational materials that target large property
owners to describe various financial approaches to preserving land. For example, some
owners may want to work out an arrangement where they sell blocks of their land over
time to the Township or some other preservation partner. Other landowners may sell
their land to the Township at a bargain sale to receive deductions for a charitable
contribution on federal income tax. Donations of property may also be considered
charitable contributions. Leasing arrangements with the owner allows the municipality to
purchase the property and lease it back to the owner. This arrangement works when the
property is not needed for immediate public use. Owners who want to remain on their
property can sell a life estate. All of these techniques accomplish the Township’s goal of
retaining large properties without the prohibitive expenses of direct acquisition.

Less Direct Acquisition: Easements
Another effective tool for preserving land is an easement. An easement grants an
entity the right to use another’s property for a specific purpose. There are many kinds of
easements designed for many purposes. Easements most appropriate for land in the
Pittsgrove Township include:
e Trail easements: the right to traverse a specific path through a property
e Scenic easements: the right to maintain a view and ensure that view is maintained
e Conservation easements: purchases the development rights to a property to
preserve the natural landscape of the site
e Agriculture easement: purchases the development rights to the property to
preserve the agricultural use of the site
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The advantages of easements include the lower costs to the buyer to acquire a
particular use on a piece of property. Conservation easements generally cost from 70%
to 80% of the fair market value of the land. Trail easements may be used appropriately to
create greenway along and around water bodies.

Another advantage of easements is that the land remains in private ownership. The
Township will still collect property taxes from the owner. The amount and type of
easement right that is sold will typically lessen the owner’s tax liability.

Written into the deed, an easement will be associated with a tract of land despite an
ownership change. Public access is not necessarily a condition for an easement.
Easements can provide a conservation solution for the municipality and the private
landowner. They represent a flexible tool that can be written to satisfy public uses as well
as a private landowner’s needs.

Bonding

The municipality can issue bonds to borrow money to pay for acquisitions. The funds
from the Open Space Trust could be used for the 5% down payment to issue the bonds as
well as the debt service over time. General obligation bonds require voter approval and
can impair the tax credit of the municipality. The consistent, dedicated revenue from the
Open Space Trust make revenue bonds an attractive alternative, but these bonds typically
have a higher interest rate than the general obligation bonds.

Installment Purchases

For large purchases of land, the municipality may work out an arrangement with a
landowner that allows an incremental purchase over time. The property owner receives
the purchase price over time as well as interest on the unpaid, negotiated balance. Funds
from the Open Space Trust can be committed for this payment. This arrangement may
result in tax benefits for the seller, and the Township is not obligated to pay the full price
of the land in one payment.

Lease-Back Agreement

If the land is not needed for immediate use, the Township can purchase a piece of
property and lease it back to the owner or another entity for use. Partial reimbursement
of the purchase price can be repaid through rental fees, and maintenance costs are
reduced. A variation of this technique is the use of life estate rights. The Township
would purchase a piece of property and allow the seller to continue to live on the property
for a specified amount of time or until death. This technique is most useful when the
Township identifies an important tract and wants to ensure its availability in the future.
The landowner may realize estate tax advantages through these methods.

Donation/Bargain Sale

Selling land to a nonprofit organization or to a municipality will provide tax
advantages to the owner. Landowners who own property that has escalated in value may
reduce their capital gains liabilities through donating the property or selling it at a bargain
sale or less than the appraised value. Estate taxes may also be reduced with proper
planning. Conservation easements are effective tools for estate planning. The Township
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may want to discuss land priorities with a nonprofit land trust. The land trust can contact
owners to discuss general tax advantages to donations and bargain sales. This is a cost
effective method of obtaining open space.

Long-term Lease

The Township may be able to negotiate a long-term lease with a landowner unwilling
to transfer complete ownership. This method may be a useful option for trail easements
or athletic fields. The Township will have to weigh the cost advantages of long-term
rental payments to outright acquisition costs.

Eminent Domain

The Township has the right to condemn and acquire privately owned property for a
public purpose. This technique should be considered only when negotiation options have
been exhausted. The cost of the property is likely to be considerably higher than a
negotiated price because of increased legal fees and the court determination of the land
value.

Zoning

Open space benefits may be achieved through the use of municipal tools, such as
cluster zoning. This technique allows the same density on a tract of land but reduces
individual lot sizes. It can be an attractive incentive to developers since they will spend
less on construction and infrastructure costs. The remaining land becomes dedicated open
space at no cost to the municipality. The dedicated open space resulting from cluster
zoning should be monitored to ensure the open space values are maintained. If these
lands are not under conservation easement restrictions, the Township should consider that
action. Any open space dedicated as part of a developer’s agreement should be placed
under a conservation easement. The Township may also want to require the
establishment of an endowment or trust supplied with funds to be used to maintain the
easement. Protective zoning is a tool used to limit development in environmentally
sensitive areas, such as aquifer recharge zones, wetlands, steep slopes, stream corridors,
and natural and historic sites.
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Funding Sources

Pittsgrove Township’s efforts to accomplish its open space goals will require funding
support from a variety of sources. Fortunately, there are opportunities at the county,
state, and national levels for funding sources and partners. Salem County is dedicated to
the preservation of open space and farmland and maintains an open space trust fund to
assist projects, which work to preserve such space. The State of New Jersey also offers
funding programs such as Green Acres and SADC for projects throughout New Jersey.
Open space, farmland, and historic preservation projects, however, are not limited to
county and state government funding sources. More exist at the local, state and national
level with non-profit and government organizations. Additional funding sources are
found below.

New Jersey Green Acres

The Green Acres program provides funding assistance for the acquisition of local
park and recreation areas. Through its Planning Incentive Program, Green Acres will
provide a grant that will cover up to 50% of the land acquisition costs of a particular tract.

In July 2004, the Garden State Preservation Trust approved $225 million for land
acquisition and park development projects:

e $75 million for state land acquisition through the Division of Parks and Forestry
and Division of Fish and Wildlife

e $76.9 million for county and municipal grants and loans for land acquisition.
Green Acres has two municipal programs: the Planning Incentive Program which
is a flexible based acquisition program providing 50% matching funds and the
traditional project specific land acquisition program which provides 25% grants
and 75% low-interest loans.

e $50 million in local loans for the development of local parks and recreational
facilities.

e $23 million for acquisition and recreational development projects by non-profit
organizations. Nonprofit land trusts can “sign on” to the Township’s Open Space
and Recreation Plan and contribute nonprofit land acquisition dollars to a
municipal open space project.

The money is granted to municipalities through the Planning Incentive program (for
towns and township’s with open space plans and open space taxes) and through the
Standard Acquisition program (for towns and township’s without both a plan and a tax).
Both applications can be submitted at any time throughout the year, but funding decisions
are made twice a year, in August and April. Deadlines for the funding rounds are
typically February 15 and August 15.

The Township will have to complete the following items in order to receive funds
from the Planning Incentive program:
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e Establish an open space trust fund either through a voter-approved referendum or
an alternate funding means approved by Green Acres.

e Approved Recreation and Open Space Inventory (ROSI) documenting all
municipally held land for recreation and conservation purposes. The ROSI is a
contract between the Township and the State of New Jersey itemizing
permanently protected municipal parkland in the Township.

e Two public meetings on the Open Space and Recreation Plan

e Adoption of the Open Space and Recreation Plan as an element of the Master
Plan, or a resolution passed by the Planning Board confirming consistency
between the Open Space and Recreation Plan and the Township’s Master Plan.

e One public hearing on the Green Acres Planning Incentive Application

e Resolution by the Township’s governing body authorizing and approving the
application to NJ Green Acres Planning Incentive program.

Historic Preservation

Funding is available from the New Jersey Green Acres program for the historic
preservation of land. Applicants who match historic preservation and open space goals
improve their access to this funding.

The New Jersey Historic Trust is a state non-profit historic preservation organization
created to provide financial support, protection, and assistance in historic preservation
projects. They have five programs that can provide various financial resources. These
programs include: the Garden State Historic Preservation Trust Fund, a Revolving Loan
Fund, the New Jersey Legacies Program, the Historic Preservation Bond Program, an
Emergency Grant and Loan Program, and a Preservation Easement Program. Eligible
applicants are entities of county or municipal government and non-profit organizations
that are certified tax exempt and comply with New Jersey charity registration laws.

State Land Management Agencies

The State is a likely partner to help the Township protect large resources. The New
Jersey Division of Parks and Forestry and the Division of Fish and Wildlife have access
to Green Acres funds. The Green Trust, source of Green Acres funds, includes funding
for historic preservation, farmland preservation, and public parkland acquisition. Almost
a third of the public parkland allocation goes to state land-managing agencies with the
rest to municipalities and nonprofit organizations. The Township needs to share its open
space priorities with the State land managers and make a case for State acquisition of
large sites.

New Jersey Green Acres and State Agricultural Development Committee (SADC)

The state is under a 1998 mandate to protect one million acres of open space and
farmland over a period of ten years. The Green Acres program provides funding
assistance for the acquisition of township park and recreation areas listed in the Open
Space and Recreation Plan. Through its Planning Incentive Program Green Acres will
provide a grant that will cover 50% of the land acquisition costs of a particular tract.
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The State Agricultural Development Committee (SADC) operates similarly to Green
Acres. SADC provides funding for farmland preservation, and farmland enhancement
projects. SADC coordinates its operations at the state, county, and local level.

Federal Land & Water Conservation Fund

Federal funding from the Land & Water Conservation Fund is channeled through the
Conservation and Reinvestment Act (CARA). This is a comprehensive, bipartisan effort
to provide money to New Jersey for a variety of purposes including open space
acquisition, urban park and recreation recovery, coastal conservation, wildlife
conservation, historic preservation, payment in lieu of taxes, and conservation
easement/species recovery efforts. Large, environmentally significant areas will be likely
candidates for funding and will most likely be distributed though the Green Acres
program.

Salem County Open Space and Farmland Preservation Trust

In 2002, Salem County voters passed a two-cent preservation tax. Starting in 2003,
Salem County collected two cents per every one hundred dollars of assessed property tax
value for a total of $560,000 toward the Open Space Trust Fund. In 2004, the county
collected $730,000 and is projected to collect around $800,000 in 2005. The Trust Fund
in Salem County is generally used for land acquisition and preservation.

Transportation Enhancement Act (TEA-21)

The U.S. Department of Transportation has established that funding for trail
development and enhancement is an eligible expenditure from the Federal Transportation
Trust. The amount of funding for these purposes is substantial, and funds for land
acquisition are available. A special category of funding is dedicated to enhancement of
National Recreation Trails. An eligible project must show that the trail is part of the
community’s overall transportation system. Funds can be used for facilities such as
signage, bike racks, surfacing as well as acquisition of land through easement or fee
simple. TEA-21 funding can jumpstart a community’s bikeway and walking system.

Environmental Infrastructure Trust

The New Jersey Environmental Infrastructure Financing Program administered by
New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection provides low cost loans to acquire
open space that will preserve water quality. This program is a partnership between the
New Jersey Environmental Infrastructure Trust and Green Acres. The mission of the
Trust is to assist in achieving a cleaner and healthier environment by providing low-cost
financing for projects that enhance and protect ground and surface water resources, and
ensure the safety of drinking water supplies.

Nonprofit Land Conservation Organizations

Morris Land Conservancy and other nonprofit land conservation organizations are
eligible for nonprofit grants from the State Green Acres program. Nonprofit grant
contributions to a project can be no greater than $500,000 and require a dollar for dollar
match. The land trust associations are good partners for acquiring lands with sensitive
natural resources in Pittsgrove Township. These organizations also have experienced
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staff knowledgeable about benefits to a landowner interested in preserving property as
well as strategies for open space preservation. Nonprofit land trusts can also “sign on” to
the Township’s Open Space and Recreation Plan registered with Green Acres. This
process makes nonprofits eligible for Green Acres funding to acquire land identified in
the Township’s Open Space and Recreation Plan.

Recreational Trails Program

The Department of Environmental Protection’s Division of Parks and Forestry
administers the National Recreation Trails Program. This program provides funding for
development and maintenance of trails and trail facilities. Trails can be for non-
motorized, multi-use, and motorized purposes. Projects are funded on an 80% Federal
share, 20% matching share basis. Available funding varies from year to year, but the
maximum grant is $25,000.

Livable Communities Grant

The Department of Environmental Protection has a Livable Communities Grant
program whereby municipalities and counties can apply for money to be used for
maintenance and upgrading (but not purchase) of open space, parks, and playgrounds.
These grants are up to $100,000 for each municipality and/or county.
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Land Preservation Recommendations

This section of Pittsgrove Township’s Open Space and Recreation Plan
corresponds to the Greenway Map in the Appendix of this Plan, which illustrates the land
preservation recommendations discussed here. The map details possible targets for in the
Township and provides a vision for Pittsgrove’s open space preservation program. Not all
of the properties included in this section will necessarily be purchased for preservation.
Inclusion on the Land Preservation Recommendations list indicates that the specific
property has potential for preservation and recreational uses and is part of the proposed
greenway identified in the Open Space and Recreation Plan.

Included in the Land Preservation Recommendations section is a summary of the
open space significance of target properties, as well as a strategy that could be used to
preserve the parcels. Additional funding opportunities can be found in the Preservation
Partners, Tools and Funding Sources section of this Plan.

The preservation categories detailed in this section and illustrated on the
Greenway Map include:

Forested Uplands
Prime Farmland
Waterways
Scenic Corridors

Forested Uplands in Pittsgrove Township

Open Space Significance: Pittsgrove Township is home to some of the most
beautifully forested lands in New Jersey. Many of these natural places have been left
relatively undisturbed and in a similar condition as they were when Native Cultures
inhabited the area for thousands of years prior to European settlement. Pittsgrove’s
forested areas are expansive with a well-developed understory. By looking at the
Greenway Map in this Plan, the large natural forested areas can be easily seen. These
places are not confined to a segment of the Township, but rather are located throughout
Pittsgrove.

Forested areas are important to a community’s ecology for a number of reasons.
These natural places provide habitat for a wide variety of wildlife species and corridors
for migration. There are recorded sightings of threatened and endangered wildlife in
Pittsgrove including barred owl, Cooper’s hawk, red-headed woodpecker, savannah
sparrow, bald eagle, eastern tiger salamander, pine barrens tree frog, northern pine snake,
and bobcat. In particular, the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection
(NJDEP) has recognized several of Pittsgrove’s forested areas as suitable habitat for bald
eagle foraging. See Greenway Map. Many of these species require expansive natural
areas for survival, for example, the barred owl is known to need an area close to seven
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hundred acres of undisturbed forest for nesting. (Pittsgrove Township Environmental
Resource Inventory)

Forested areas are also critical to water quality. Underneath Pittsgrove’s forests
and farms lies the enormous Kirkwood-Cohansey aquifer, with the capacity to provide
seventeen trillion gallons of drinking water. This sensitive water resource supplies
drinking water to the majority of southern New Jersey. Forests in Pittsgrove and other
Pine Barrens communities collect and filter precipitation to recharge this aquifer.
However, contamination to this resource can easily occur when the forests are not in
place because of the geological composition of the aquifer. Pittsgrove’s forests help to
ensure the continued pristine quality of surface water bodies.

Preservation Strategy: Pittsgrove’s forested uplands are under tremendous
development pressure. These lands can be protected through open space acquisition in
fee simple or through the acquisition of a conservation easement. Funding for open space
acquisitions for the protection of Pittsgrove’s forested lands can be obtained from the
New Jersey Green Acres Planning Incentive Grant Program, to which Pittsgrove is
applying in February 2005. Forested lands which are farmland assessed, which is
common in Pittsgrove, may be protected under the farmland preservation program,
through fee simple or deed of easement purchases. In order for separate forested parcels
to qualify for farmland assessment, they must be under a State certified woodland
management program. Another method of protecting forested lands is to have private
landowners enroll those lands in the Forest Stewardship Program, a program where the
owner receives compensation for the stewardship of forested lands. This interim program
can lead to the owner being interested in more permanent preservation. One landowner
on Buck Road in Pittsgrove is already enrolled in the Forest Stewardship Program. See
the Preservation Partners, Tools, and Funding Sources section of this Plan for more
detail on these methods.

Suggested areas for the preservation of upland forests in Pittsgrove Township are
shown on the Greenway Map of this Plan using a dark green pattern indicating upland
forest areas. This data layer was developed using the NJDEP 1995/1997 Land Use/Land
Cover data showing forested areas delineated using aerial photography.

Prime Farmland in Pittsgrove Township

Open Space Significance: Pittsgrove Township is defined by its widespread
agricultural community. The farming industry is part of the Township’s roots, and
ensuring its survival will have a great impact on shaping the future of the community.
Residents of Pittsgrove deemed the retention of their agricultural heritage through
preservation as paramount to protecting the character of the Township

Pittsgrove Township’s soils are a vital resource for its agricultural industry. As
shown on the Greenway Map of this Plan, prime farmland soils are found throughout
Pittsgrove Township. Prime farmland soils are defined as having the best combination of
physical and chemical characteristics for producing food, feed, forage, fiber and oilseed
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crops. Pittsgrove Township is home to sixteen state designated prime farmland soils
including those from the Aura, Downer, and Woodstown series.

Preservation Strategy: As the forests, Pittsgrove’s farmlands are also under a
great deal of development pressure. The relatively flat, upland farms of Pittsgrove are
less costly to develop than forests, because there is less vegetation to be cleared. An
alternative to development of farms is the preservation of farmland through the
purchasing of farmland development rights, a program administered by the State
Agriculture Development Committee (SADC). An example of one of those programs is
the State’s Farmland Preservation Planning Incentive Grant that Pittsgrove successfully
applied for in January 2004, which has targeted over 1000 acres of contiguous farmland
in what Pittsgrove described as the Porchtown-Buck Road project area. Following the
completion of this project area, Pittsgrove’s Agriculture Advisory Committee may
propose a new project area for a second farmland Planning Incentive Grant. Salem
County is an additional source of grant funding for farmland preservation in Pittsgrove
through the Salem County Open Space and Farmland Preservation Trust. See the
Preservation Partners, Tools, and Funding Sources section for more detail on these
methods.

Suggested areas for the preservation of farmland in Pittsgrove Township are
shown on the Greenway Map of this Plan where light brown coloring indicating lands
containing prime farmland soils. The data layer used to indicate possible preservation
areas was developed using data created for Pittsgrove Township’s Environmental
Resource Inventory and by selecting soils types designated to be prime by the Natural
Resource Conservation Service.

Waterways in Pittsgrove Township

Open Space Significance: All of Pittsgrove is a watershed; the arrowhead shape
of the Township is generally formed around the convergence of its two main waterways,
the Maurice River and the Muddy Run. As outlined in the 2000 Township Master Plan,
Pittsgrove Township would like to see the stream corridors of the major waterways, as
well as their tributaries, protected. The protection of these stream corridors and
floodplains will help to maintain the water quality of those surface waters, as well as the
areas that also service the Kirkwood-Cohansey aquifer. The quality of these waters is
important to the health of the fish, wildlife, and people of Pittsgrove.

Preservation Strategy: Local, as well as state, regulation of surface waters will
aid the protection of water quality of Pittsgrove. Local zoning and buffer enforcement
regulations will limit new development near waterways and wetlands. State regulations
enforce buffer areas of up to 300 feet surrounding special resource wetlands and
waterways, for example category one waterways.

Pittsgrove Township is a good example of how open space acquisition was

effectively utilized for stream corridor protection. The Maurice River and Willow Grove
Lake have been recognized by the Nature Conservancy, National Park Service, and
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NJDEP for their pristine quality waters and as a priority for preservation. The Maurice
River corridor in Pittsgrove is almost completely protected in Pittsgrove because
surrounding lands are now owned and managed by the state as Union Lake Wildlife
Management Area and by the Nature Conservancy as Willow Grove Lake Preserve. See
Open Space Map. Pittsgrove Township can consider using the same techniques for the
preservation of the Muddy Run corridor in conjunction with the state and other
preservation organizations.

Funding for open space acquisitions for the protection of Pittsgrove’s stream
corridors can be obtained through participation in the New Jersey Green Acres Planning
Incentive Grant Program, to which Pittsgrove is applying in February 2005.
Furthermore, acquisitions involving solely the protection of surface and ground water
quality can take advantage of a large pool of money available from NJDEP’s
Environmental Infrastructure Trust Financing Program. These funds are available in the
form of very low interest loans (<1%) and can be used on property that will not be used
for recreation. See the Preservation Partners, Tools, and Funding Sources section for
more detail on these methods.

Not all streams and tributaries in Pittsgrove can be protected using open space
acquisition techniques since funding is not unlimited. However, preservation techniques
in the form of local regulation may be most appropriate for the protection of small
streams and tributaries.

Suggested areas for the preservation of waterways in Pittsgrove Township are
shown on the Greenway Map of this Plan, using blue slashes to indicate stream corridors.
The data used is the same as the Conservation Plan map in the 2000 Master Plan. This
data layer was provided by Clarke, Caton, & Hintz, a professional planning organization.

Scenic Corridors in Pittsgrove Township

Open Space Significance: Creating a system of scenic corridors in Pittsgrove
Township, including scenic byways and recreational trails, will provide for the protection
of the viewscapes while providing for additional recreation amenities for residents. The
purpose of this scenic byways proposal is to preserve the visual beauty of the countryside
while traveling through Pittsgrove. Pittsgrove’s residents would like to retain the bucolic
feel of the Township by retaining the farmed and forested lands along these roadsides.
These protected corridors would retain natural habitat for bird, animal, and plant life.
Also, some residents feel that there is a need for more passive recreation opportunities in
Pittsgrove Township. The development of a trails system, including the potential
Pittsgrove-Elmer rail trail, would increase these opportunities. See Greenway Map.

Preservation Strategy: The Environmental Commission is in the process of
developing a scenic byways proposal for Pittsgrove in conjunction with the Township
Planner. In this proposal, a list of twenty Township roadways was identified as the
possible candidates for scenic byways in Pittsgrove. Each of these roadways is identified
on the Greenway Map of this Plan. The scenic byways proposal may include regulations
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for the setback of homes and clear cutting of trees located along the designated byways.
It may also suggest using traffic calming techniques and providing areas along the
shoulder for walkers and bicycle riders to also enjoy the scenery. The designation of
scenic byways throughout Pittsgrove could prevent further “ribbon development” which
destroys the ambiance and vistas of the Township. The Township may consider
acquiring certain key parcels along these scenic byways either for permanent retention of
the natural state or for the establishment of a pocket park or trail head. Pittsgrove may
want to consult with other government agencies with existing scenic byways programs,
such as the State of Maryland.

The establishment of the Pittsgrove-Elmer rail trail would add a significant
recreational resource for the Township residents, as well as EImer residents. The former
rail line is anchored in Pittsgrove to the west near Centerton and ends in EImer Borough
at a church tot lot. See Greenway Map. This will provide a walking path between
Pittsgrove and Elmer for students to walk to school, residents to shop in Elmer, visit
historic Centerton, and hike at Parvin State Park. Federal Transportation Enhancement
Act (TEA-21) grant funding is available for trail design and construction. The Rails to
Trails Conservancy may also be able to provide valuable support. See Preservation
Partners, Tools, and Funding Source. In addition, a multi-use trail connecting parks in
Pittsgrove including Green Branch Park, Centerton Golf Course, and Parvin State Park
would link sections of the Township together. Connections between recreational
resources would increase the number of users and the ease in reaching these areas. See
the Preservation Partners, Tools, and Funding Sources section for more detail on these
methods.

Suggested areas for the preservation of scenic corridors in Pittsgrove Township is
shown on the Greenway Map of this Plan using yellow lines to indicate scenic byways
and a green line for the Pittsgrove-Elmer rail trail. This data layer was developed using
input from Township officials and Pittsgrove residents.
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