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Regular Meeting Minutes 
February 5, 2014 

 
1. The meeting was called to order by Gary Smith at 7:35 pm in the Pittsgrove Township Municipal Building. 

 
2. Flag Salute 

 
Members in attendance were: 

Gary Smith, Chairman 
Ramona Pontelandolfo, Vice Chairman 
Fred Laning, Regular Member 
Eric Krwawecz, Regular Member 
Brian Goode, Alternate Member 
Jay Einstein, Alternate Member 

Mayor Ralph Padilla, Administrative Assistant Jane Bash, and guest speaker Byron DuBois (chairman of 
Agriculture Advisory Committee) were also in attendance. Steven Cohen, Alternate Member, arrived at 7:50 
pm. 

 
3. Designation of Alternates – Brian Goode was designated for voting status at this meeting. As nothing has been heard 

from Donna McIlvaine, a letter will be sent to her to see if she still intends to participate as a member. 
 

4. The minutes of the January 9, 2014 meeting were approved with correction upon motion by Eric Krwawecz, 
seconded by Fred Laning. All in favor. 

 
5. Old Business – Mill Grant – Mayor Padilla said that he will be meeting with Administrator Wymbs for an update. 

 
6. New Business  

 

a. Agriculture Advisory Committee (AAC) Chairman Byron DuBois introduced himself to the committee, 
explaining that the purpose of his visit was to establish common interests and get on the same page with 
regard to commercial areas and preserved areas. He showed members the Planning Incentive Grant (PIG) 
map, and explained that the AAC is looking at several zones and are reaching out to prospective landowners 
about preservation. The AAC is trying to arrange the targeted areas to allow clusters of contiguous land to be 
preserved. They must decide on their new targeted area requests by August in order to meet the September 
deadline for requesting those changes. Mr. DuBois mentioned that there is a considerable amount of 
contiguous land on the west side of the township, much of which does not fall into the Township target zone 
or County target zone--- and most parcels are not big enough for State easement.  
 
Gary Smith mentioned that in considering all of this, it is important to think of what we want the township to 
look like 5-10 years from now. He stressed the importance of keeping the rural feel of the community. 
 
All parties agreed that it is possible and desirable to balance commercial interests with the rural focus of the 
community. 
 



Mayor Padilla mentioned that both the EDC and the AAC have mutual interests, so the Agricultural PIG map, 
the Master Plan, Zoning map, and the commercial overlay should be provided to all parties by the next 
meeting. 
 
Gary Smith mentioned that in previous years, all heads of committees attempted to meet quarterly to see 
where everyone is. Everyone agreed that it would be beneficial to have the committee chairpersons in regular 
contact with one another.  
 
Fred Laning mentioned that changing the Master Plan is a very involved and time-consuming task. Gary 
agreed, explaining that the township must focus on what it wants to be in order to make appropriate 
suggestions about the Master Plan. Ramona Pontelandolfo stated that the last time they changed the Master 
Plan, they asked residents to come in to discuss their vision of the community and what they would like to see.  
 
Jay Einstein asked what motivates people to want to preserve farmland. Byron DuBois explained that it 
depends on the situation, as some farmers do not own the land on which they farm. He further explained that 
in many cases, it is the best way to get more value out of the farm; many farms are difficult to pay for without 
being preserved. Mr. Einstein asked if preserved property can be subdivided. Mr. DuBois said that preserved 
property cannot be subdivided; a landowner can designate portions of his land that will not be preserved, but 
that lowers the landowner’s ranking for preservation.  
 

b. The committee reviewed the Parvin State Park Event Calendar. Gary Smith encouraged members to point out 
events in which the EDC might provide assistance. Mr. Smith further suggested that members consider 
whether the EDC should meet with the Parvin State Park Committee to discuss a co-sponsored event with the 
EDC. 
 
Jay Einstein mentioned the Business Directory being distributed at the parks. Gary explained that it has been 
discussed, and that they would like to try a smaller list for park related businesses (places to get sandwiches, 
etc.). 
 

c. Gary Smith called for all members to review the EDC Charter provided with the meeting packets, and advise 
of changes and suggestions at the next meeting. 

 
7. Open Discussion  

 
a. Mayor Padilla stated that he continues to look for ways that the Township Committee can assist the other 

committees. He said that the EDC has big things to work on, and needs to have someone at government level 
to move things along. He further stated that more networking is necessary at the township level to promote 
businesses; a fair amount of our business-owning residents have their businesses elsewhere. He also said that it 
is good to get people in the same room, such as at a restaurant, etc.—we can accomplish things in that setting. 
 
Mayor Padilla also discussed a “Proud to be Pittsgrove” campaign, stating more should be done to explore 
this, as well as a “Buy Local” program. He further mentioned that the High School Proms are held outside of 
the township, and they should be held “at home” in Pittsgrove. This year is a good year to explore options at 
the township level, and the EDC should be the face of Economic Development all the time, not just at a 
monthly meeting. 
 
Lastly, Mayor Padilla reminded everyone about the Group Wedding Ceremony taking place in the Meeting 
Room on February 14th at 2:14 pm. He encouraged interested parties to feel free to stop by. 
 

b. Gary Smith mentioned that at one point the EDC attempted to do a business showcase at the Senior Center or 
Farmer’s Market, but it never came to fruition.  Mayor Padilla stated that we have the facilities for that, such as 
the Senior Center or Meeting Room. He suggested that the EDC choose a date and location for same at the 
March meeting. 

 
c. Dr. Cohen mentioned that he had seen cartoon maps of cities in other communities that show all of the 

businesses therein. He further stated that this could be featured online, as that would be easier and more cost-
effective to update than a hardcopy printed version.  

 



Eric Krwawecz said that it would be good if there were an easier way to do a business search on the township 
website, such as simply typing in a type of industry (ex.: “Electricians”) to see all related businesses in 
Pittsgrove.  
 
Mayor Padilla stated that the committee has good ideas that should be put into action. People should not have 
to go to an outside website to find businesses in Pittsgrove. 
 
Gary Smith suggested setting up a subcommittee for the electronic brochure. The subcommittee will consist of 
Eric Krwawecz, Dr. Cohen, Mayor Padilla, and Jay Einstein. Mayor Padilla will coordinate with them to be at 
his upcoming meeting with the township’s website provider. 
 
A second subcommittee was formed to research and plan an Event-driven Expo to increase awareness of local 
businesses. 

 

d. Mayor Padilla stated that the Recreation Advisory Committee (RAC) is discussing a second community event 
aside from Pittsgrove Day. Jay Einstein added that it would be good to join the Expo with Pittsgrove Day. 
Mayor Padilla, Gary Smith, and Dr. Cohen agreed. Mayor Padilla welcomed EDC members to attend the RAC 
meeting on February 10, 2014 at 8:00 pm. 
 

e. Ramona Pontelandolfo questioned ways to make Pittsgrove Day more attractive to older people. Many would 
like to attend, but it involves so much walking around that they are unable to do so. Mayor Padilla added that 
we are always looking for ways to build upon the success of Pittsgrove Day. Gary Smith agreed, specifying that 
the EDC would like to get more small business exposure in general – and they may consider sponsoring spaces 
for Pittsgrove Day in the future. 

 

Dr. Cohen mentioned that the township could set up a Green vs. Gold soccer tournament that would attract 
whole families to Pittsgrove Day. Food vendors could set up for the soccer game as well. Eric Krwawecz 
pointed out that food vendors must be non-profit only. 

 
8. Adjournment – Meeting was adjourned at 8:49 pm upon motion by Eric Krwawecz, seconded by Ramona 

Pontelandolfo. All in favor. 
  

________________________________ 
Secretary 


