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Regular Meeting Minutes 
April 2, 2014 

 
1. The meeting was called to order by Gary Smith at 7:35 pm in the Pittsgrove Township Municipal Building. 

 
2. Flag Salute 

 
Members in attendance were: 

Gary Smith, Chairman 
Ramona Pontelandolfo, Vice Chairman 
Fred Laning, Regular Member 
Eric Krwawecz, Regular Member 
Brian Goode, Alternate Member 
Jay Einstein, Alternate Member 
Steven Cohen, Alternate Member 

Mayor Ralph Padilla and Administrative Assistant Jane Bash were also in attendance. 
 

3. Designation of Alternates – none needed. 
 

4. Bruce Ricards, Chairman of Pittsgrove Township Recreation Advisory Committee (RAC), spoke to the EDC 
members, stating that the RAC is trying a new approach to everything for 2014 Pittsgrove Day. The RAC appreciates 
the EDC’s support and is happy to do anything they can to assist the EDC. Mr. Ricards further discussed plans to 
have events not previously done (such as car shows) and to involve groups who have not participated in the past 
(such as the Girl Scouts and Boy Scouts). 
 

Gary Smith shared with Mr. Ricards a letter the EDC had drafted regarding Pittsgrove Business Booths at Pittsgrove 
Day. Mr. Smith and Mr. Ricards agreed to remain in touch regarding same. 

 
5. The minutes of the March 5, 2014 meeting were approved upon motion by Ramona Pontelandolfo, seconded by Fred 

Laning. All in favor. 
 

6. Old Business 
 

a. Parvin State Park Events – Gary Smith inquired if there was any interest in July 12, 2014 Craft & Farmer’s 
Market Event. He will contact Linda DuBois to get more information about the event. 
 

b. Business Showcase/Expo Subcommittee has agreed that the turnout at the Pittsgrove Day Event will be a 
good barometer to measure the interest level for a Showcase Event. Gary Smith also indicated that Mayor 
Padilla’s food event idea is a good one and worth pursuing. 

 

c. Electronic Brochure Subcommittee said that at this time they would like to forward the list of specs to Feeser 
for bullet point responses and the numbers involved with making the requested changes.  

 

The Business Spreadsheet was reviewed. Dr. Cohen suggested that the list be combined with Fire Safety 
Information for updated information. It was also suggested that each member take a page of the spreadsheet 
and call each of the businesses. Gary Smith explained that this was done previously and is a very large task. 



Mayor Padilla referred to his site visits to local businesses and mentioned that it would be great to gather 
multiple business owners under one roof for a networking type of event. He further mentioned that Fox’s 
NAPA will be holding its grand opening in May.   
 

7. Open Discussion  
 

a. Gary Smith asked for feedback regarding the Pittsgrove Day letter. Ramona Pontelandolfo will be contacting 
Donna Metzger from the RAC to confirm a procedure for getting response information to the RAC. 
 

b. Eric Krwawecz said that many Pittsgrove businesses are home-based and do not have a postcard or a mailer. 
He suggested that the Pittsgrove Day letter include a message to contact the EDC for a list of print vendors if 
they are in need of promotional materials. 

 
c. Gary Smith said that he recently drove through the Pearl Street section of Bridgeton and noticed a new 

Advance Auto Parts, as well as a new AutoZone and a Canal’s Liquor Store. He challenged the group to 
explain why Bridgeton is any more viable than Pittsgrove for such businesses to exist. There is a good deal of 
traffic on Route 40 which would make this area a good one. Jay Einstein mentioned the corridor and its 
potential; currently we have very little there. Mr. Smith agreed, stating that ratables are necessary and change is 
possible. Fred Laning pointed out that one rarely sees chain stores such as AutoZone in rural areas, Pittsgrove 
or otherwise. Mayor Padilla stressed the potential in the Centerton Road area between Porchtown Road and 
Almond Road. 

 
8. Adjournment – Meeting was adjourned at 8:50 pm upon motion by Eric Krwawecz, seconded by Fred Laning. All in 

favor. 
  

________________________________ 
Secretary 


