
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meeting Minutes 

July 20, 2010 

Special Meeting- Eatmor Market 

 

 

Attendees: Gary Smith, Chairman   

Ramona Pontelandolfo, Vice Chairman 

Billie Furdyna, Regular Member 

Eric Krwawecz, Regular Member 

Marlene, Urban Alternate No. 3 

Linda Dubois, Mayor 

Stanley Wojculewski, Deputy Mayor 

Debby Turner-Fox, Administrator 

Casie Rathbone, Secretary  

 

Public Attendees:  Gerald Genova 

   Jim Waddington 

   Keith Jackson 

   Roshan Patel 

   Mookie Patel 

   Kint Patel 

   Keith Lauermann 

   Frank Spatola 

   Tony Stanzione  

 

Absent:   Fred Laning, Regular Member 

 

 

 

 

Chairman Smith called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. and read the Open Public 

Meetings Act (Sunshine Law). The flag salute and roll call followed. 

 

This special meeting is to discuss the pending closure of Eatmor Market. Mayor DuBois 

asked everyone to introduce them. Mayor DuBois said basically what we would like to be 

able to do is to talk about what we could do and find out what Eatmor’s plans are. Mayor 

Telephone: 
(856) 358-2300 

ext. 28 
 

Facsimile: 
(856) 358-3055 



DuBois asked if they could give us a little background on Eatmor Market and where they 

plan on going. Mookie Patel responded that Eatmor was bought four years ago from 

Gerry Genova. When they had bought Eatmor there was no competition. About six 

months after they bought Eatmor Market they were robbed. They claim that they really 

lost the business when the bridge was out for a year and a half. They lost a great deal of 

customers and used the entire inventory that was in the warehouse to survive. They say 

they have lost a lot of their expenses. They have no more money to run Eatmor. Mayor 

DuBois asked what their plan was and Mr. Patel responded that they are going to close on 

August 31, 2010. Mayor DuBois asked if they have reached out to anyone. They claim 

that they went to about 10 Pittsgrove Township meetings and nobody helped them, so 

they just gave up. He said that they have huge competition around them, 2 Walmarts and 

1 Save-A-Lot. They didn’t have these competitors around them four years ago. Mayor 

DuBois asked if they went through a small business group and if they had anything to 

offer. Mr. Patel responded that they already had a small loan. They claim that the 

competition wasn’t what really what hurt them it was the other expenses. He said that 

when the employees got hurt they would run to the doctors and receive a doctor’s note 

and would collect workmen’s comp. They also do not use their health insurance because 

when they go to the doctors they have a co-pay so if they say they got hurt at work they 

do not have to pay a co-pay. The employees’ co-pay is only $20.00, when the employees 

claim workmen’s comp Eatmor has to pay an extra $400.00-$500.00 a month. 

Workmen’s comp was $ 90,000.00 a year and now it went up to $ 385,000.00 a year. 

When Mr. Genova owned it he paid $ 375.00 for full family coverage and Mr. Patel is 

now paying $1,100.00 a month for full family coverage. He pays for 90 employees a 

month. Mayor DuBois asked if they were all full-time employees and if they are all 

provided with full health benefits. Mr. Patel responded yes.  Eatmor is paying 100% of 

health benefits for its employees. As of August they had 30 full-time employees and 20 

part-time employees, all of which get benefits. 

 

Mr. Patel said that it isn’t just a bridge factor; there are other factors. It’s a combination 

of everything. He hates to see his employees lose their jobs but he doesn’t have a choice. 

Mayor DuBois asked if there was something they could do to have the employees work 

less then 40 hours. Mr. Patel said that they did, but it’s a union store. They have tried 

everything they can. He only has about 40% to pay on the store. There are employees that 

have been working at Eatmor and are making $25.00 an hour. Jim Waddington asked if 

their sales have gone down considerably. When they bought the store from Mr. Genova 

four years ago they made 25 million dollars, then they went down to 17-16 million 

dollars, went back up to about 20 million dollars and last year they made about 16 million 

dollars. As of July 2010 they made 6½ million dollars. They lost money because of lack 

of inventory. If you buy the products in bulk you get the products cheaper, but they 

haven’t had the money to buy products in bulk. Mr. Patel has even offered to sell the 

store back to Mr. Genova, but he says it is impossible make a small business survive 

anymore. Mayor DuBois suggested that they not buy in bulk, but maybe only buy 

specialty items that other stores do not sell. Mr. Petal said that everybody sells the same 

items. He claims that the only thing that Eatmor Market has is their meat. The meat 

department made 60% of their money. It brought in about 12-14 millions dollars a year. 

Since they are now running low on money they do not have the money to stock up on 



meat, therefore, they do not have much meat to sell. The employees are telling the 

customers to go to Joe’s Butcher shop for meat.  

  

Marlene Urban has been very helpful to the Eatmor Market owners for about a year and a 

half. Mr. Patel said that she is the person that has kept them in business. She would call 

him up and tell him that he needed to put money in the account, if not the checks were 

going to bounce.   As of this meeting Eatmor Market will continue to close on August 31, 

2010.  

 

ADJOUNMENT 

 

At 8:30 p.m. Gary Smith calls the meeting to an end. All in favor.  


