
PITTSGROVE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE 
            REGULAR MEETING MINUTES                                    

MAY 27, 2020 – 7:30 P.M. 
 
 

 
The Pittsgrove Township Committee met by teleconference on May 27, 2020. Mayor Fiore 

J. Copare, MD. presided. Mayor Copare called the meeting to order and stated that the meeting 
was transmitted to the Township designated newspapers in accordance to Public Law 1975, 
Chapter 231. He led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
ROLL CALL 
Present:      Botticello, Girsham, Harz, Spinelli, Copare      
 
Solicitor Carr, Administrator Hughes, Deputy Municipal Clerk Alward and Municipal Clerk 
Garton were also in attendance.  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
   

On a motion by Committeeman Botticello, and seconded by Committeeman Girsham, the 
minutes of the April 22, 2020 and May 13, 2020 Regular Meetings were approved as submitted. 
Vote:  All in favor 
 
APPROVAL OF USE OF FACILITY REQUESTS   

1. Pittsgrove Youth Cheerleading Assoc. / Green Branch Park / Fields Available  
April through November (Days Vary) / 4:00pm – 8:00pm  

2. All Faiths Co-Ed Softball League / Green Branch Park / Field #1  
Tuesdays, April 14 through July 28 / 6:00pm – 8:00pm  

3. EDP Soccer / Green Branch Park / Full Facility  
July 3-5, July 25-26, August 1-2, August 15-16 / 8:00am – 8:00pm  

4. Pittsgrove Field Hockey Club / Green Branch Park / Field Hockey Field  
Monday - Thursday, July through November / 4:00pm – 8:00pm  

5. Pittsgrove Field Hockey Club / Green Branch Park / 4+ lights  
Monday - Thursday, September 21 through November 1   

 
A motion was made by Committeeman Botticello and seconded by Committeeman 

Girsham, to approve the five (5) above listed Facility Use Requests as submitted contingent upon 
full reopening of Green Branch Park for organized sports.  
Vote:  All in favor 

APPROVAL OF 4/2020 TOWNSHIP DEPARTMENTAL/ACTIVITY REPORTS  
Cash Management Plan                                                                   
 Zoning/Housing Code Official                                       
 Tax Collector                                                                  
 Construction Code Official                                                                                                       
 Registrar of Vital Statistics                                             
 Public Works                                               
 Clean Communities                                
 Recycling   
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Tax Assessor                                                                                                 
 Land Use                                                 
 Finance Officer                             
 

On a motion by Committeeman Botticello and seconded by Committeewoman Spinelli, the 
above Township Departmental/Activity Reports were approved as submitted. 
Vote:  All in favor 

TOWNSHIP ENGINEER’S REPORT – Fralinger Engineers, LLC     

The Township Engineer’s Report was not received. 

TOWNSHIP SOLICITOR’S REPORT  
 

Solicitor Carr presented his report on the following topics:  40 Wallace Street, Vasile 
Complaint, and Park Opening. 
 
TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

Mayor Copare called on each committee member present as follows: 

Committeeman Botticello stated he had a conversation and a follow up email with Steve 
Nardelli, Fralinger Engineering regarding a potential sewer project for Almond Road, Gershal 
Avenue and Landis Avenue that was discussed at the last meeting.  Engineer Nardelli has not 
gotten back to him except to ask for guidance of the grant applications, specifically what the needs 
would be. He has not received a thumbs up or down about whether or not they think there's a 
potential project there so that that is pending.  He mentioned again the repetitive complaints on 
Facebook - Pittsgrove Happenings of the park not being open. There was some participation in 
those discussions as well the last couple of weeks.  

Committeeman Girsham reported that he toured the Public Works Annex to look at some 
of the equipment being discussed for replacement and the timeline for the same.  He will forward  
a complete report to other members of the Township Committee when he gets more information 
back from CFO Colaneri and Public Works Manager Daniels. The salt dome is in much worse 
condition than originally expected.  

Committeeman Harz stated that the recommendation by Solicitor Carr to have 
Administrator Hughes make the call on reopening of the parks seemed to make sense.  The 
Agricultural Advisory Committee is working on the ten (10) year master plan and he thought it 
was interesting that they brought farming in as economic development; farming for the most part, 
at least down here, is an economic activity.  

Committeewoman Spinelli reported that Labor Counsel suggested that a HR Training be 
provided by their firm free of charge. It was highly recommended that all members of the 
Township Committee attend.  The training is scheduled for June 3rd at 7:30pm. The Planning 
Board meeting was held last night, but there was nothing further to report.   
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 MAYOR’S REPORT 

 Mayor Copare reported a couple of things as was mentioned earlier by Committeeman 
Harz; our Administrator and Township Committee have come up with a plan for opening Green 
Branch Park. We anticipate opening the walking track only at Green Branch Park on Friday, May 
29th or Saturday May 30th, depending on the Township Committee's thoughts and discussion. We 
need to practice social distancing and face coverings are recommended. Bathroom facilities will 
remain closed as well as port-o-pots.  Unity park walking track will open on or before Wednesday, 
June 3rd.  Deer Pen Park will be opened for passive recreation and fishing on Saturday, June 6th.  
All playground equipment and active fields will remain closed. Organized sports remain prohibited 
as per the Governor's Executive Orders. 

Committeewoman Spinelli asked if the playground equipment is going to be blocked off 
so no one can get to it at Green Branch Park?  Mayor Copare responded there will be signs 
“Playground Closed- Equipment is Not Sanitized” and “Do Not Enter.” There will be signs posted 
all around the playground area. There will also be signs that state “Walking Track Open - 
Remainder of the Park is Closed.  Please Exercise Social Distancing”. 

 Committeeman Botticello asked that the anticipated opening date for Green Branch Park 
be repeated. Mayor Copare stated it could be this Friday, May 29 or Saturday, May 30th.  
Committeewoman Spinelli asked, why not open them up all at the same time on June 3rd? It would 
be on a Monday, next Monday and everything would open up at the same time. Committeeman 
Harz stated, he would go exactly to the other end. Why not open them all up on the 29th? 
Administrator Hughes added we're waiting on signage first of all. That's going to dictate when 
Green Branch Park can open. We hope to get them tomorrow but we're not 100% that we're going 
to. We can get Green Branch Park up and running without overwhelming our Public Works 
Department. Then phase in the other two parks accordingly with securing picnic tables and 
playground equipment and posting the signs. It just gives them a little more time to get that mission 
accomplished as well as all their other regular duties. Committeeman Harz stated that sounds 
reasonable. Committeeman Botticello said the Administrator’s recommendations sound like a 
reasonable and well laid out plan.  

Mayor Copare reminded the Committee that the thought at the last meeting was to have 
the Recreation Advisory Committee (RAC) involved. The RAC Chairman is involved with 
Administrator Hughes. They have checked out the areas; people that are involved with our 
Township in a positive manner unlike the negative manner that's been skewed on social media.  
From a physician’s standpoint, Salem County has the lowest number of active cases in the state. I 
was on a conference call this evening with representatives from the Governor's Office.  
Unfortunately, they won't regionalize opening of other entities even though they assured us that 
next week they will be discussing everything from hair salons to churches. There was a lot of 
discussion this afternoon about what they could do for us and how they could improve and open 
everything. I believe we should still practice social distancing. Initially 25% of the people that had 
been infected were asymptomatic.  Currently it's moved up to 35% so we should still continue to 
use masks because anyone of us could carry this virus and God forbid, we pass it on to a parent or 
grandparent that might be more susceptible than we are. Clearly, the admission rates in the hospital 
systems are down. People are being discharged every day.  My theory is this virus may have 
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mutated into something that may be less lethal, that may be less virulent than what initially started 
in March. I believe that we are in a better place than we were several weeks ago and I hope that 
we can continue to practice social distancing until this thing kind of burns itself out.  As I 
mentioned earlier, there has been a lot of negative comments from a few that mention Committee 
members and the Mayor that frustrate me because these people are concerned more about 
themselves than they are about the safety of all of the residents in our County.  Mayor Copare 
referenced the Governor’s Executive Orders and emphasized that we are following the law. We're 
all taxpayers, but it is our duty as members of this committee to provide a safe way to enjoy our 
Township. As I mentioned, the illnesses have decreased. We have to worry about 35% of us that 
may be carriers. We should still wear facemasks, practice frequent hand washing and safe 
distancing. Maintain a safe distance from anyone that might be walking the trail. I hope this defines 
where we as a Township are.  Negative comments are being heard about when is the Municipal 
Building going to re-open. We provide access to the people in the building. All it takes is a 
telephone call or an email. It's amazing that not one of us I received a phone call from the people 
that have been the naysayers that have been throwing us under the bus on social media. I responded 
to every email that I received and I'm sure that you all have also. I appreciate your responses and 
how you work together to make our Township the safest place that it can be but we need to continue 
to do due diligence and to protect the people that we represent. I appreciate your support because 
it's “we”; there is no “I” in “we”. We're all in this together and we're all doing the right and proper 
thing. We all have our different opinions, but we're all working for the same common goal. Again, 
I appreciate your support. 

RESOLUTIONS  
71-2020           Payment of Bills (Bill List Attached)  
72-2020           Authorizing the Refund of Property Taxes  
73-2020           Authorizing the Pittsgrove Township Committee to Enter into a Shared Services 

Agreement for Mechanic Services with the Pittsgrove Township Board of 
Education  

74-2020           Awarding a Contract for Morton Avenue Roadway Improvements  
 
 Committeeman Botticello requested Resolution No. 74-2020 be separated from the 
Consent Agenda and voted upon separately. 
 
 A motion was made by Committeewoman Spinelli and seconded by Committeeman 
Botticello to vote by Consent Agenda on Resolutions No. 71-2020 through 73-2020. 
Roll Call:  
Aye - Botticello, Girsham, Harz, Spinelli, Copare 
Nay -  0 
 
 A motion was made by Committeeman Girsham and seconded by Committeeman 
Botticello to adopt by Consent Agenda Resolutions No. 71-2020 through 73-2020. 
Roll Call:  
Aye -   Botticello, Girsham, Harz, Spinelli, Copare 
Nay -   0  
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 A motion was made by Committeeman Spinelli and seconded by Committeeman Girsham 
to adopt Resolution No. 74-2020. 
Roll Call:  
Aye -   Girsham, Harz, Spinelli, Copare 
Nay -   0  
Abstain - Botticello 
 
PUBLIC SESSION - AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION 
 
 Mayor Copare announced that anyone wishing to speak should please state their name and 
the municipality in which you live for the record, and in five (5) minutes or less briefly state your 
comments to the Township Committee. 
 
 On a motion by Committeeman Botticello and seconded by Committeeman Girsham, the 
meeting was opened to the Public. 
Vote: All in favor 
  
 Timothy Hack, Pittsgrove, thanked the Township Committee for enduring this trying time. 
I do not think any of us imagined we'd be doing virtual County Committees/conferences or 
working from home for this long period of time. I think you did tremendously well given the 
circumstances. I think a lot of the naysayers on social media don't realize that you essentially 
volunteer your time to do this too. Very few folks provide or offer any constructive criticism or 
advice or propose solutions that are feasible to try to mitigate some of the negatives. The frustration 
regarding Green Branch Park stems from the fact that the communication was limited.  Folks want 
answers and they want them now. They want to hear what they want. I do think some of the 
communication could have been a little bit clearer early on. In March, I can understand it if you 
would have a statement that says we're working on a plan.  After two months, people wanted a 
little better and clearer plan in regards to what was going on. Once State Parks opened obviously 
people were going to question why our park had not been opened. I think some clarity could be 
provided to the public regarding why that was. I think it was completely feasible and reasonable 
that we couldn't open because we didn't have the manpower do patrol it. I don't think that spreads 
on social media and rumor becomes fact and perception becomes reality. Again, I think maybe 
some earlier communication on the plan may have been helpful, but at the end of the day you're 
damned if you do and you're damned if you don't. People are going to complain whether you 
opened it two (2) months ago or last month or you open up some months from now. Thank you.   

William Szoke, Pittsgrove, stated that he is one of the naysayers. I will start off by saying 
that I have a company that services nursing home adult daycare so I am intimately involved in 
what goes on; I have seen a ton of it.  Different houses that I work in have had multiple cases so I 
understand the ramifications. I agree with Mr. Hack regarding the communication. I have called 
the Municipal Building and the phone just rang and no one answered it. I spoke with 
Committeeman Botticello who actually took the time to talk to me. I think frustrations are building 
in general.  Dr. Copare I appreciate your standing based on what you do and you have an MD 
behind your name, but at the same time, I'm a big fan of personal responsibility. The walking trails 
are what most people want to access to get out and exercise and not get hit by a car walking down 
the road.   It’s for little kids to ride their bicycles because it's not safe to ride down Garden Road 
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with your 7 or 8-year-old on a bicycle. It's a good way to kill them. I think you guys could open 
the park if you chose to. I think that you're being overly cautious with people who are grown adults, 
who pay taxes and own property in Pittsgrove. I am smart enough to survive 47 years, not because 
I'm stupid, but because I made intelligent choices through my life. I'll be the first one to say I will 
throw stones at you when you deserve it. I think the lack of communication has been terrible. You 
see state parks that are open. Nobody's asking you to change the world. People say that's our 
personal responsibility. We are asking you to open the walking trail so we have somewhere to take 
our kids to ride their bicycles and their skateboards and not have to worry about getting killed on 
the road. I don't think it's a lot to ask. Unfortunately, I missed your speech at the beginning. What 
you're seeing on the Township social media sites is a lot of people like myself who had their fill 
of this whole thing because it's been blown so far out of proportion. You can't get a straight answer 
out of anybody. Like I said, there is no doubt that if you're over 75 you should be more careful. 
Maybe you don't want to go to the park when you see little kids riding their bicycles on the path, 
but at least give the people some outlet. I'm going see people.  I'm protecting myself: personal 
responsibility. That's why a police officer carries a gun and he also wears a bulletproof vest because 
he wants to be safe. If I want to wear a mask, I should have the choice to wear a mask if I want to 
walk at the park. If you don't feel safe walking in the park, you can stay home. I think there's a lot 
of folks out there like me who are just trying to survive this and they're not. They don't say it to 
you, but man when you shoot it with these folks at a barbeque and I know you're not supposed to 
have them anymore, but this is not normal. There's abnormal, you're talking about the new role, 
there is no such thing as new normal. There's either normal or abnormal. I appreciate you listening. 

There being no comments from the public, a motion was made by Committeeman 
Botticello and seconded by Committeewoman Spinelli to close the Public Session. 
Vote:  All in favor  

 
 
OLD BUSINESS  

Committeeman Botticello reminded other members of the Township Committee that 
Giordano’s Recycling came in and asked for support which we gave them regarding the possibility 
to build a Recycling Center in the township.  He has had a couple of follow up discussions with 
Mr. Giordano. They are especially interested in moving into Pittsgrove and are particularly 
interested in the Grain Mill property which we cannot sell them right now because of the deed 
restrictions and reimbursement of about $600,000 in fees.  We currently are working with a couple 
of people in exploring potential options on that. He said that it would have been a lot easier to get 
some answers had this outbreak not happened. There may still be a potential for sale there. He just 
wanted to mention that they are still looking for a site that will work for them in Pittsgrove. He 
has been working with them on several sites and know they've been in touch with the real estate 
agent who's working with them on several sites in the Township as well. That said, they are still 
very interested in the Grain Mill site. They would like to sign an MOU with the Township that 
gives them right of first refusal on that property once the deed restriction has been lifted. They see 
it as integral to any potential plans for their sorting facility in the Township. He thinks he would 
need to work with Solicitor Carr on this and then work through some of the details for their 
proposal. Once we have that, he would imagine that the Committee will be hearing more about a 
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potential interview that essentially would just say we're going to give them the first option to buy 
it when it comes out for sale should we not be able to get it sooner.  

NEW BUSINESS 
 
 There was no new business. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
            There being no further business, a motion was made by Committeewoman Spinelli and  
seconded by Committeeman Botticello to adjourn the meeting. 
Vote:  All in favor 
 
 
 

Constance S. Garton 
Municipal Clerk 

 


