
PITTSGROVE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE 
            REGULAR MEETING MINUTES                                    

AUGUST 26, 2020 – 7:30 P.M. 
 
 

The Pittsgrove Township Committee met by teleconference on August 26, 2020. Mayor 
Fiore J. Copare, MD. presided. Mayor Copare called the meeting to order and stated that the 
meeting was transmitted to the Township designated newspapers in accordance with Public Law 
1975, Chapter 231. He led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
Present:      Botticello, Girsham, Harz, Spinelli, Copare      
 
Solicitor Marmero, Administrator Hughes, Deputy Municipal Clerk Alward and Municipal Clerk 
Garton were also in attendance.  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
   

On a motion by Committeeman Botticello and seconded by Committeewoman Spinelli, the 
minutes of the June 24, 2020 and July 22, 2020 Regular Meetings were approved as submitted. 
Vote:  All in favor 
 
APPROVAL OF USE OF FACILITY REQUESTS  
 

1. Healthy Kids Running Series / Green Branch Park / Field Perimeters September 27, 
October 4, 11, 18, 25, November 1 / 4:00pm – 6:15pm  

2. GSCSNJ Troop 94230 / Deer Pen Park / Pavilion  
Wednesdays, September 16 through November 18 / 4:00pm – 8:00pm  

3. A.P. Schalick High School Athletics / Portable Lights  
October 10, 30, November 6, 13 / 4:00pm-10:00pm  

  
 A motion was made by Committeeman Botticello and seconded by Committeeman Harz, 
to approve the three (3) above listed Facility Use Requests as submitted. 
Vote:  All in favor 

APPROVAL OF 7/2020 TOWNSHIP DEPARTMENTAL/ACTIVITY REPORTS  
 
Cash Management Plan                                                                   
 Housing/Zoning/Code Enforcement                                       
 Tax Collector                                                                  
 Construction Code Official                                                                                                       
 Registrar of Vital Statistics                                             
 Public Works                                               
 Clean Communities                                
 Recycling   
Tax Assessor                                                                                                 
 Land Use                                                 
 Finance                             
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On a motion by Committeeman Botticello and seconded by Committeewoman Spinelli, the 

above Township Departmental/Activity Reports were approved as submitted. 
Vote:  All in favor 

TOWNSHIP ENGINEER’S REPORT – Fralinger Engineering, PA     

The Township Committee acknowledged the receipt of the Township Engineer’s Report 
which provided a summary of the following projects:  NJDOT 2019 Trust Fund Award (Morton 
Avenue Phase I), NJDOT 2020 Trust Fund Award (Morton Avenue Phase II), 2019 Municipal Oil 
& Stone Road Program, and NJDOT Trust Fund Applications for FY2021 (Morton Avenue Phase 
III). 
 
TOWNSHIP SOLICITOR’S REPORT  
 

Solicitor Marmero presented his report on the following topics:  Holly Tree Acres 
Litigation, Cancellation of Mortgage, Tax Appeals, Landfill Solar Project, Victory Assembly of 
God Church, Comcast Franchise, Use of Facility Forms, and Bond Anticipation Notes. 
 
TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

Mayor Copare called on each committee member present as follows: 

Committeeman Botticello had a conversation with Committeeman Girsham and CFO 
Colaneri regarding funding for repairs to playground equipment at Green Branch Park. The project 
is a go and will be moving forward; it is his understanding that the objective is to take advantage 
of the situation that equipment can’t be used and get some repairs taken care of.   

  Committeeman Girsham stated we've made great strides in ordering Public Works 
equipment. He believes our fleet is going to be in much better shape by the end of this year. By 
replacing some of this equipment, the Township is going to save money in repair costs. We really 
took some of our equipment way beyond its useful lifespan and we learned a lesson from it so we 
need to stay on track with our budget and replacing equipment.  

  Committeeman Harz clarified it was the State of New Jersey that received recognition for 
its progress of farmland set aside, not specifically Salem County or Pittsgrove Township. We do 
have one more farm application right now as well.  

Committeewoman Spinelli attended the Environmental Commission Meeting and 
additional funding was received for Phase Two for Free Well Testing. More information can be 
found on the Township website. The only way residents can sign up is online. So far, at least 25 
people have signed up. She also attended the Planning Board Meeting.  
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MAYOR’S REPORT  

 Mayor Copare reported that extra funding is available to develop a second Rain Garden at 
the Municipal Building.  The first one looks pretty cool; there are some flowering plants, shrubs 
and low water bearing plants. The garden utilizes water that drains off the roof to water those 
plants. An update on COVID-19, we haven't heard much in the national news because overall 
across the country the numbers have somewhat diminished, but remember, positive tests still imply 
that patients are sick. Throughout Gloucester, Salem and Cumberland counties there are still 
positive tests, but the numbers that are admitted to the hospital are fewer than 20.  We've gotten 
into a very nice pattern and hopefully it stays that way.   

PUBLIC SESSION - AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION 
 
 Mayor Copare announced that anyone wishing to speak should please state their name and 
the municipality in which you live for the record, and in five (5) minutes or less briefly state your 
comments to the Township Committee. 
 
 On a motion by Committeewoman Spinelli and seconded by Committeeman Girsham, the 
meeting was opened to the Public. 
Vote: All in favor 

Norman Lenchitz, Crow Pond Road, asked if the Township Committee would consider allowing 
political signs to go up prior to the usual 30 days from election because many people will be voting 
early this year once they get their Mail In ballots? There are a lot of signs up already; none that he 
put up because he is not going to go against the ordinance but it seems like a lot of people are 
going to be making their decisions way before Election Day.  Clerk Garton stated in order to do 
that it would take time – Introduction at the next meeting and then Public Hearing and Adoption 
which would put the time line into October. Mr. Lenchitz acknowledged the timeline would not 
expedite the placement of signs.   

 Ashley Wells, EDP, discussed the possibility of resuming activities at Green Branch Park, 
specifically soccer tournaments in the fall season. They have hosted 6 events over the last eight 
weekends in Hammonton; all have been very successful. They've had a lot of good feedback and 
a lot of happy teams with safety protocols and measures that they have put in place.  They've 
changed a lot of things in terms of how many people are on site, number of games people are 
playing, how many spectators are allowed to come and added spacing in between the fields. He 
stated they’ve really done a good job of getting their events back running and they were one of the 
first on the East Coast to start running tournaments again. Since then, the multiple states have taken 
their guidelines and health considerations into play for their areas and US Soccer, the national 
organization, took it as well so they are proud of what they've done. They believe they're doing a 
good job and really ensuring the safety of everyone including staff, local communities, players, 
coaches, and spectators before anything else. Safety is first moving forward. He reiterated that they 
would like to be back at Green Branch in the fall season, but not using 20 fields. He sent some 
documents to Committeeman Botticello and Administrator Hughes late last week. He spoke with 
Administrator Hughes briefly on Monday. It all fits within the current state guidelines that they 
have which is typically 500 people per event. The maximum amount of fields that they would be 
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able to use will be eight (8) as compared to 20 in the past. It would really be cut down. Everyone 
gets their temperature checked and if they pass, they are allowed to play. They haven't let any 
teams in from any states that are on the Travel Advisory List. The next event scheduled which was 
approved earlier this year is Columbus Day weekend. If the Committee is comfortable, they look 
to resume play on that weekend. They would reduce it down to six (6) fields to start it off nice and 
comfortable. He suggested the members of the Committee come down to see if everything is 
successful and they will take feedback as well. Perhaps they can then expand to the eight (8) fields 
in November.   

Committeeman Botticello stated he did take a look at the plan that was sent over the other day. He 
had a couple of questions about it that he worked out with Administrator Hughes. He appreciates 
all of the efforts that EDP is making to find a way to make this work within the constraints of the 
Executive Order and the recommendations being made by our health officials. It is his opinion, as 
long as EDP has a fool proof way of turning over the people at that park to ensure that we're not 
exceeding that the current limit which is 500, or whatever the current limit is at that point, he is 
comfortable with that. He asked that EDP consider as they are planning these events to leave a 
little bit of room under the maximum capacity cap for residents of the of the Township to be able 
to go to the park. If 499 people are there, the residents whose taxes pay for that park cannot be 
present in the park because we're pushing that limit. It doesn't have to be a huge concession but 
closer to 475. He would be appreciative of that. He personally thinks EDP has made some good 
changes in their approach and doesn’t see them running into the issues that the Township 
Committee was concerned about the last time it was discussed. He thanked EDP for that.  

Ashley Wells, EDP, responded with only using six (6) fields in October that would be around 100 
people under the cap.   

Mayor Copare stated the tournament has already been approved at a prior meeting. He asked for a 
consensus of the Township Committee to allow this tournament to occur based upon EDP 
following the guidelines. Committeeman Botticello stated he was comfortable with exactly how 
EDP presented it and following the guidelines. Committeeman Girsham requested to see the 
information first as he had not seen anything yet. Committeeman Harz stated he was comfortable 
with it, particularly if it's going to be near 400 people. He thinks that would give residents enough 
time with a limit on the fields. Committeewoman Spinelli stated she thinks as long as these 
guidelines are being followed exactly and the information is provided, she’s comfortable with it. 
Mayor Copare added he is okay with it as well. He requested Administrator Hughes to forward the 
information to Committeewoman Spinelli and Committeemen Girsham and Harz. Mayor Copare 
added it is pretty impressive that the national leagues are using this plan for following the State 
guidelines. Administrator Hughes and Committeeman Girsham can work this out quickly and get 
back to EDP next week just to confirm it but right now, there is a majority consensus.   

 There being no further comments from the public, a motion was made by Committeewoman 
Spinelli and seconded by Committeeman Girsham to close the Public Session. 
Vote:  All in favor  
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RESOLUTIONS  
 
  97-2020  Payment of Bills - (Bill List attached)  
  98-2020  Authorizing the Application for a FY 2021 Small Cities Community Development  

           Block Grant from the New Jersey Department of Community Affairs for Housing  
  Rehabilitation   
  99-2020  Fair Housing Officer Small Cities Community Development Block Grant  
100-2020  Citizen Participation Plan Small Cities Community Development Block Grant  
101-2020  Grant Management Plan Small Cities Community Development Block Grant  
102-2020  Adopting Rehabilitation Assistance Policy and Procedures Manual Small Cities 

Community Development Block Grant  
103-2020  Awarding a Contract for Morton Avenue Phase II Roadway Improvements   
104-2020  Authorizing Execution of Mortgage Cancellation  
105-2020  Authorizing Execution of Mortgage Cancellation  
106-2020  Authorizing Execution of Mortgage Cancellation  
107-2020  Authorizing the Renewal of 2020-2021 Alcoholic Beverage License No. 1710-33-

001-005 - Steakouts Homeplate Style Dining, LLC  
108-2020  Authorizing the Renewal of 2020-2021 Alcoholic Beverage License No.  1710-

33-002-008 – The Grove at Centerton, LLC  
109-2020  Authorizing the Renewal of 2020-2021 Alcoholic Beverage License No.  1710-

33-003-009 – Caddy’s Pub & Grill, Inc.  
110-2020  Authorizing the Renewal of 2020-2021 Alcoholic Beverage License No.  1710-

33-004-006 – Centerton Inn, Inc.  
111-2020  Authorizing the Renewal of 2020-2021 Alcoholic Beverage License No.   

1710-44-007-002 – Alkeshkumar Patel  
112-2020  To Authorize an Off-Premise 50/50 Raffle License to the Bridgeton Area 

Chamber of Commerce Foundation, Inc.  
113-2020  Authorizing Participation in the New Jersey Department of Health Private Well 

Testing Program ~ Free Private Well Testing Event ~  
114-2020  Recognizing South Jersey Land & Water Trust for their Generous Gift of a Rain 

Garden  
115-2020  Approving the Recommendation of the Pittsgrove Township Agricultural 

Advisory Committee to Increase the Purchase Cost of the Development Easement 
for JWP Properties, LLC, Block 2003, Lot 17 Utilizing Funds from the Pittsgrove 
Township Open Space Fund  

116-2020  A Resolution Providing for an Executive Session Not Open to the Public in 
Accordance with the Provisions of the New Jersey Open Public Meetings Act  
N.J.S.A. 10:4-12b  

 
Committeeman Botticello requested Resolution No. 103-2020 be pulled from the Consent Agenda 
and voted upon separately. 
 
 A motion was made by Committeeman Botticello and seconded by Committeewoman 
Spinelli to vote by Consent Agenda on Resolutions No. 97-2020 through 102-2020 and 104-2020 
through 116-2020. 
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Roll Call:  
Aye - Botticello, Girsham, Harz, Spinelli, Copare 
Nay -  0 
 
 A motion was made by Committeewoman Spinelli and seconded by Committeeman 
Girsham to adopt by Consent Agenda Resolutions No. 97-2020 through 102-2020 and 104-2020 
through 116-2020. 
Roll Call:  
Aye -   Botticello, Girsham, Harz, Spinelli, Copare 
Nay -   0  

 A motion was made by Committeewoman Spinelli and seconded by Committeeman 
Botticello to adopt Resolution No. 103-2020. 
Roll Call:  
Aye -   Girsham, Harz, Spinelli, Copare 
Nay -   0 
Abstain- Botticello 
 
OLD BUSINESS  
 

A motion was made by Committeeman Botticello and seconded by Committeewoman 
Spinelli to approve the Recommendation to Promote Public Works Laborer III, Giovanni Briggs, 
to full-time status (40 hrs./wk.) at his current rate of pay as recommended by the Township 
Administrator.  
Roll Call:  
Aye -   Botticello, Girsham, Harz, Spinelli, Copare 
Nay -   0 
 
NEW BUSINESS 

  
 A request to rent the Grain Mill Site with appropriate Insurance Certificate was submitted 
by K & J Organic Farms for the purpose of selling produce. The hours of operation requested being 
Sunday 10:00 AM to 1:00 PM and Monday through Saturday 9:00 AM to 6:00 PM.  A rental amount 
of $100 a month was offered.  Committeeman Girsham noticed that the request was submitted by 
a US Army Veteran and asked if the rental amount could be reduced to $1.00?  The Township does 
a lot for our veterans as far as tax exemptions and things of that nature.  Committeeman Botticello 
agreed there is no need to collect rent for this particular situation.  Solicitor Marmero will review 
the legality of the matter and the deed restrictions to make sure that the Township would not be in 
violation by allowing this use and see if there's a distinction between a license to access the property 
and renting.  Action on this request was tabled until the next Regular Meeting to be held on 
September 9, 2020.   
 

A motion was made by Committeeman Girsham and seconded by Committeeman Harz to 
approve the Recommendation to Hire Special Building Inspector, Jack Palumbo, due to a conflict 
at an hourly rate of $35.00/hr. as recommended by the Township Administrator.  
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Roll Call:  
Aye -   Botticello, Girsham, Harz, Spinelli, Copare 
Nay -   0 

 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 
Solicitor Marmero announced that the Township Committee will enter an Executive 

Session.  The public will be excluded from this portion of the meeting to permit the Township 
Committee to consider matters appropriate for discussion in such a session.  The public will be 
placed in a Waiting Room while the Township Committee briefly convenes and thereafter, the 
public will be readmitted to the meeting and to Open Session. The purpose of the session will be 
to discuss matters pertaining to a Collective Bargaining Agreement, Re:  American Federation for 
State, County and Municipal Employees (AFSCME) Negotiations and to discuss matters relating 
to the employment relationship, Re:  Personnel Items. A motion was made by Committeewoman 
Spinelli and seconded by Committeeman Harz to go into Executive Session. 
Vote:  All in favor 
 
OPEN SESSION 
  
 A motion was made by Committeeman Harz and seconded by Committeeman Botticello 
to return to Open Session. 
Vote:  All in favor 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
            
  There being no further business, a motion was made by Committeeman Botticello and  
seconded by Committeewoman Spinelli to adjourn the meeting. 
Vote:  All in favor 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Constance S. Garton 
Municipal Clerk 


