
PITTSGROVE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE 
            REGULAR MEETING MINUTES                                    

NOVEMBER 25, 2020 – 7:30 P.M. 
 
 

 
The Pittsgrove Township Committee met by teleconference on November 25, 2020. Mayor 

Fiore J. Copare, MD, presided. Mayor Copare called the meeting to order and stated that the meeting 
was transmitted to the Township designated newspapers in accordance with Public Law 1975, 
Chapter 231. He led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
Present:      Botticello, Girsham, Harz, Spinelli, Copare      
 
Solicitor Marmero, Administrator Hughes, Deputy Municipal Clerk Alward and Municipal Clerk 
Garton were also in attendance.  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
   

On a motion by Committeeman Botticello and seconded by Committeeman Girsham, the 
minutes of the October 22, 2020 Special Meeting and October 28, 2020 Regular Meeting were 
approved as submitted. 
Vote:  All in favor 

APPROVAL OF 10/2020 TOWNSHIP DEPARTMENTAL/ACTIVITY REPORTS  
 
 Cash Management Plan                                                                   
 Housing/Zoning/Code Enforcement                                       
 Tax Collector                                                                  
 Construction Code Official                                                                                                       
 Public Works                                               
 Clean Communities                                
 Recycling   
 Land Use                                                 
 Finance                             
 

On a motion by Committeeman Botticello and seconded by Committeewoman Spinelli, the 
above Township Departmental/Activity Reports were approved as submitted. 
Vote:  All in favor 

TOWNSHIP ENGINEER’S REPORT – Fralinger Engineering, PA     

A motion was made by Committeeman Girsham and seconded by Committeeman Botticello, 
to acknowledge the receipt of the Township Engineer’s Report which provided a summary of the 
following projects:  NJDOT 2019 Trust Fund Award (Morton Avenue Phase I), NJDOT 2020 Trust 
Fund Award (Morton Avenue Phase II), and NJDOT Trust Fund Applications for FY2021 (Morton 
Avenue Phase III). 
Vote: All in favor 
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TOWNSHIP SOLICITOR’S REPORT  
 
Solicitor Marmero presented his report on the following topics:  Personnel Matter, 

NJDOT/County Correspondence, Eatmor Market, Demolition and Roadway Flooding. 
 
TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

Mayor Copare called on each committee member present as follows: 

Committeeman Botticello had nothing to report. 

 Committeeman Girsham had nothing to report.  

 Committeeman Harz shared discussions regarding the “Welcome to Pittsgrove Township” 
signage. The subcommittees are looking for ways to get information out to the public. The 
Agricultural Advisory Committee is trying to convey their message on preserving farmland and the 
Economic Development Committee is trying to promote business opportunities. They are looking 
for something short, possibly “A Township with an eye for Preservation, Environment and 
Business”.  He also suggested a representative from each committee, board and commission meet to 
share ideas because from the synergism very often you come with ideas that you don’t get when 
you’re only looking at it from your particular committee, commission or board’s perspective.  He 
suggested that more consideration of that might be a good idea moving forward. 

Committeewoman Spinelli referenced the aforementioned signage and the discussion at 
the Environmental Commission meeting; there was signage previously entering Pittsgrove from 
Route 55 as well as other locations.  The need for consistency among all the signs was 
emphasized.  There is a grant opportunity, $2,000, to do some Radon testing. She has had ongoing 
serious conversations with the American Legion Ambulance Association; Mr. Valentine will be 
invited in to Executive Session. 

MAYOR’S REPORT  

 Mayor Copare received notification from the Department of Transportation that funding for 
Morton Avenue Phase III in the amount of 153,000 was awarded which is great news! The Township 
also applied for a COVID-19 Grant and it was approved in the amount of $20,497.18. It will help 
defer some of the costs that we incurred during the initial outbreak. He received a phone call from a 
resident regarding donating Centerton Lake to the Township; 16 acres in total. He noted the taxes 
are currently in arrears and is unsure of what the tax burden would be or EDP’s stance on the dam. 
Solicitor Marmero added obviously it's legal for them to make the donation and it's legal for you to 
accept the donation. The question becomes that we need to make sure we understand exactly what 
responsibilities we are inheriting with that. Obviously, you have any kind of maintenance 
requirements with respect to the lake, but more important could be the maintenance requirements 
that come with the dam. There’s a lot of current NJDEP cases going on in a lot of the municipalities 
where I'm involved where anyone who appears to be the owner of a dam whether it's the County, 
Municipality or a private landowner is being cited for failure to submit proper dam maintenance 
reports and for failure to do the proper maintenance on the dam. Generally, what they do is cite 
everyone and let them fight it out as to who's actually responsible for the dam so we would want to 
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make sure that you're not taking on some kind of responsibility with respect to ownership of the dam 
as well.  

PUBLIC SESSION - AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION 
 
 Mayor Copare announced that anyone wishing to speak should please state your name and 
the municipality in which you live for the record and in five (5) minutes or less briefly state your 
comments to the Township Committee. 
 
 On a motion by Committeeman Botticello and seconded by Committeewoman Spinelli, the 
meeting was opened to the Public. 
Vote: All in favor 

 There being no comments from the public, a motion was made by Committeewoman Spinelli and 
seconded by Committeeman Botticello to close the Public Session. 
Vote:  All in favor  
 
RESOLUTIONS  
 
135-2020  Payment of Bills (Bill List attached)  
136-2020  Change in Custodian of Petty Cash Fund  
137-2020  Appointing Charles Hughes as Acting Construction Official  
138-2020  Consenting to Inclusion of the Giordano Vineland Scrap Material, LLC Facility in 

the Salem County District Solid Waste Management Plan  
139-2020        Authorizing the Refund of Property Taxes  
140-2020   Confirming the Re-Appointment of Constance S. Garton to the Position of 

Municipal Clerk  
141-2020  Providing for an Executive Session Not Open to the Public in Accordance with  

the Provisions of the New Jersey Open Public Meetings Act N.J.S.A. 10:4-12b  
 
 A motion was made by Committeeman Girsham and seconded by Committeeman Botticello 
to vote by Consent Agenda on Resolutions No. 135-2020 through 141-2020. 
Roll Call:  
Aye - Botticello, Girsham, Harz, Spinelli, Copare 
Nay -  0 
 
 A motion was made by Committeeman Girsham and seconded by Committeeman Botticello 
to adopt by Consent Agenda Resolutions No.135-2020 through 141-2020. 
Roll Call:  
Aye -   Botticello, Girsham, Harz, Spinelli, Copare   
Nay -   0   
 
BEST PRACTICES INVENTORY CY2020/SFY2021  
 

On a motion by Committeewoman Spinelli and seconded by Committeeman Girsham, the 
Township Committee acknowledged the receipt of the Best Practices Inventory CY2020/SFY2021. 
Vote: All in favor 
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OLD BUSINESS  
 
 None. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 

   
 Salem County Department of Health and Human Services  
    Re:  Senior Community Center for COVID-19 Testing  
   
 A motion was made by Committeewoman Spinelli and seconded by Committeeman Harz 
to approve the use detailed in the letter with the cleaning, etc. and requesting placement of security 
cameras at the Pittsgrove Township Senior Community Center. 
Vote: All in favor 
  
  SERVPRO of Salem County  
    Re:  Quotation to Sanitize Municipal Building and Public Works Annex  
   

A quote was provided by Administrator Hughes to the Committee for cleaning of the 
Municipal Building and Public Works Annex every two weeks in the amount of $550 per cleaning 
visit. The Committee discussed the need for cleaning every two weeks versus an as needed basis. 
Committeeman Botticello conveyed he believed that 75% of the cost would be reimbursed by FEMA 
as a necessary response operation.  A motion was made by Committeewoman Spinelli and seconded 
by Committeeman Harz to utilize Serv-Pro as needed to sanitize the Municipal Building and Public 
Works Annex as requested by Administrator Hughes.  
Vote: Aye -      Girsham, Harz, Spinelli, Copare 
          Nay -      Botticello  
 
  Astro Sign Company  
    Re:  Double Sided LED Sign  

  
 Fire Safety Official Hughes elaborated on the provided quote for a double-sided LED sign 
for in front of the Municipal Building on Centerton Road. He informed the Committee he received 
clearance from Division of Fire Safety in Trenton to utilize funds from the account line that can only 
be used for fire prevention and support activities as long as there is a periodic fire prevention message 
on the sign.  The funds will cover 100% of the cost and will cost the taxpayers absolutely nothing. 
Committeewoman Spinelli thought the idea was absolutely fantastic and Committeeman Girsham 
stated it was a no-brainer.  
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION  
  

Solicitor Marmero announced that the Township Committee will enter an Executive Session.  
The public will be excluded from this portion of the meeting and placed in the Waiting Room to 
permit the Township Committee to consider matters appropriate for discussion in such a session.  
The Township Committee will briefly convene and thereafter, will readmit the public to the meeting 
and to Open Session. A motion was made by Committeeman Girsham and seconded by 
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Committeewoman Spinelli to go into Executive Session.  Mr. Joseph Valentine of the American 
Legion Ambulance Association was invited into the session. 
Vote:  All in favor 
 
OPEN SESSION  

  
 A motion was made by Committeewoman Spinelli and seconded by Committeeman Girsham 
to return to Open Session. 
Vote:  All in favor 
 
 Solicitor Marmero stated that the first matter discussed was a matter of public protection 
regarding the tactics and techniques utilized in protecting the safety and property of the public.  The 
second was a personnel matter.  No action was taken. 

 
ADJOURNMENT 
            
  There being no further business, a motion was made by Committeewoman Spinelli and  
seconded by Committeeman Harz to adjourn the meeting. 
Vote:  All in favor 
 
 

 
 

Constance S. Garton 
Municipal Clerk 
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