
 
Pittsgrove Township Environmental Commission 

Regular Meeting Minutes (Via Zoom Teleconference) 
November 23, 2020 

 
 

1. The meeting was called to order by Commission Co- Chair, Tom Figlio, at 7:33 pm. The Pledge of 
Allegiance was given. The Open Public Meeting proclamation was read.  This meeting was 
advertised in accordance with the Open Public Meeting Act.  The teleconference format notice 
was sent to the newspaper and posted on the township website. 

 
             In attendance: Tom Figlio, Ron McBride, Norm Lenchitz, Trish Jankauskas, Nick Smith, Fran 
 Spinelli, Fiore Copare and Eileen O’Hara. 
 
       2.   Approval of the minutes from October 26, 2020.  Motion to approve by Norm, 2nd by Trish, all 
 in favor. 
 
  
       3.   Unfinished Business: 

  
        a.  Farmland Preservation Update - Eileen 
 
     Crisanti “Greenlighted” by the state.  T. Mihalecz at the appraisal state.  Bauman and E.  
        Mihalecz in final review for settlement which should occur early next year.  Frohlich    
     application approved by the Ag Committee.  Dobson applications being reviewed, approval         
        pending.  No updates on JWP application. 
 
  b.   Green Acres/Open Space Update:  None     
     
  c.   Report on Area Meetings, Training and Events: 
 
             Norm signed up for the ANJEC Zoom webinar on “Brownfields”.  It will take place 12/2/20. 
              
       d.   Newspaper Articles:  
    
         Tom saw a story in the May-June NJ Planner about NJ being rated #1 by the American  
         Farmland Trust for its efforts to stem farmland loss.  NJ has a long record of saving farms  
           and has invested the money needed to do so.  Eileen will email the committee copies of the  
           article tomorrow.      
 
         Tom saw an article in the 11/5/20 South Jersey Times that the governor signed the plastic bill 
         effective 5/22.  It bans single use plastics/bags with exceptions for certain products e.g. meat 
           and drugs.  State will be giving out free reusable bags in a 3-year campaign to convert the     
         public.  It’s the best bill in the nation.  Dr. Copare pointed out that studies show high infection  
           rates with reusable bags which need to be properly maintained. 
 
         Fran mentioned that the “Elephant Swamp Trail” had a fundraiser.  This is a 5-mile measured 
         walk that goes all the way to Elk Township.       
 
       e.   Elmer Lake Fishing Line Recycle Container – Tom cleaned and found some line in the  
        container and some trash on the ground.  This area is in pretty good shape. 
 
        f.   Pittsgrove Day: (May 16th, 2020) - cancelled for this year.   



 
 

     i.   Native Species Exhibit 
  ii.   South Jersey Nature Club  

iii.   South Jersey Gas (CNG or Marking Exhibit)  
   iv.   Historical Photo Exhibit (Chick Jansky)  
  v.   8 Exhibit Booth Spaces and Tents as block configuration  
 vi.   Green Pittsgrove EC Logo Tote Bags  
   vii.  1 Rain Barrel and 3 Composters for giveaway  
  viii.   Environmental Education Literature Handouts  
   ix.   SJ Land and Water Trust Exhibit  
    x.   Clean Communities booth close to PTEC complex 
   xi.   Nick Smith and the Schalick High’s Interact Club  
  xii.   Jim Andrus, Blue Bird Boxes.  
  xiii.   Ideas, plans or dreams for 2021 Pittsgrove Day 
           

 g.   Private Well Testing Update 
 
Tom was in touch with Jesse.  59 wells tested so far and the results sent out.  The state 
had additional money to test another 10-15 more.  The committee discussed an outreach 
program to discuss results.  A Zoom meeting in the future, possibly February, sounded 
good to the members. 
           

        h.  Chairperson Report:  Rain Garden Work Party 11/2/20 
 
 Tom, Norm and others readied the ground and planted it.  It will have a sign explaining its 

purpose and Norm suggested it include the benefits to the community.  PTEC may do the 
maintenance and Nick’s school group would be willing to help. 
 

            i.  Quarterly PTEC road cleanup:  10/31/20 
 

Tom, Ron, Norm and Teresita took part.  They picked up about 20 lbs. of trash and the 
report was sent to the county.  There is supposed to be 1 more cleanup this year.  It was 
pretty clean this last time so the group decided to wait until January to do the next one. 
 

             4.   New Business:   
 
   January is Radon Action Month.  Tom stated NJDEP is offering a $2,000.00 grant to buy  
                 and distribute free radon testing kits.  We would have to front the money if approved and   
               be reimbursed through the grant.  Norm suggested home delivery of the kits since  
                 Pittsgrove day is questionable at the moment.  Fran and Fiore were ok with using budget  
                 money to purchase the kits.  Tom will look into pricing and the application will be filled out 
               and sent to the state.  If we’re accepted, we would have to do follow up reports for the  
                 state.  Tom asked for a motion to pursue the radon grant.  Motion by Trish, 2nd by Ron, all 
              in favor. 
              

5.   Planning Board Update:  
 
  Tom reported last meeting was cancelled.  On the 12/8 agenda will be the new liquor  
  store at Fox’s.  Reaves’ tires are still a problem per Norm.  Fiore didn’t talk to Kyle yet   
  about them.  Norm thinks it’s a health and fire safety issue and maybe should be   
  approached from that prospective.   
 
6.   Correspondence:  None 



 
 
    
7.   Member Roundtable:  
 
       Tom asked who plans to continue on PTEC next year.  All members are in.  Nick will be a 
  senior but could become an alternate.  He would have to contact the township about that. 
 
  Dr. Copare thanked everyone for their service.  He thinks it’s the most efficient and well- 
  run committee and he appreciates everyone’s contribution.  Tom extended the   
  committee’s appreciation and gratitude for the nice compliments.  Tom also thanked  
  everyone for their support. 
   
8.   Public Comments:  None 

 
9.   Budget: 
 
  Committee discussed the 2021 proposed budget.  ANJEC and ads are in so is the  

  proposed sign replacement off 35B.  Norm will start looking for prices for that.   Fiore said 
  sign replacement should be a road department item and their expense.  Bluebird houses  
  are in and shirts are out.  Tom will submit the budget paperwork. 

 
   
10.  Adjournment:  8:43 p.m.  Motion to adjourn by Trish, 2nd by Norm, all in favor. 
 

 

NEXT MEETING IS SET FOR JANUARY 25, 2021 - RE-ORGANIZATION 


