
PITTSGROVE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE 
            REGULAR MEETING MINUTES                                    

                                                 DECEMBER 30, 2020 – 7:30 P.M. 
 
 

   
 

 
The Pittsgrove Township Committee met by teleconference on December 30, 2020. Mayor 

Fiore J. Copare, MD, presided. Mayor Copare called the meeting to order and stated that the meeting 
was transmitted to the Township designated newspapers in accordance with Public Law 1975, 
Chapter 231. He led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
Present:      Botticello, Girsham, Harz, Spinelli, Copare      
 
Solicitor Marmero, Administrator Hughes, Deputy Municipal Clerk Alward and Municipal Clerk 
Garton were also in attendance.  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
   

On a motion by Committeeman Harz and seconded by Committeeman Girsham, the minutes 
of the December 9, 2020 Regular Meeting were approved as submitted. 
Vote:  All in favor 
 

APPROVAL OF 11/2020 TOWNSHIP DEPARTMENTAL/ACTIVITY REPORTS  
 
 Cash Management Plan                                                                   
 Housing/Zoning/Code Enforcement                                       
 Registrar of Vital Statistics (10/2020 also) 
Tax Collector                                                                  
 Construction Code Official                                                                                                       
 Public Works                                               
 Clean Communities                                
 Recycling  
Tax Assessor (10/2020 also)  
 Land Use                                                 
 Finance Officer                             
 

On a motion by Committeeman Botticello and seconded by Committeeman Harz, the above 
Township Departmental/Activity Reports were approved as submitted. 
Vote:  All in favor 

TOWNSHIP ENGINEER’S REPORT – Fralinger Engineering, PA     

The Township Committee acknowledged the receipt of the Township Engineer’s Report 
which provided a summary of the following projects:  NJDOT 2019 Trust Fund Award (Morton 
Avenue Phase I), NJDOT 2020 Trust Fund Award (Morton Avenue Phase II), and NJDOT Trust 
Fund Applications for FY2021 (Morton Avenue Phase III). 
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TOWNSHIP SOLICITOR’S REPORT  
 
Solicitor Marmero presented his report on the following topics:  Remote Public Meetings, 

CFO Shared Services Agreement, ASFCME Negotiations, Hiring Process and Norma Alliance 
Volunteer Fire and Rescue.  

 
TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

Mayor Copare called on each committee member present as follows: 

Committeeman Botticello had nothing to report. 

Committeeman Girsham had nothing to report. 

  Committeeman Harz had nothing to report. 

Committeewoman Spinelli had nothing to report. 

MAYOR’S REPORT  

Mayor Copare had nothing to report. 

PUBLIC SESSION - AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION 

 
 Mayor Copare announced that anyone wishing to speak should raise their virtual hand and 
please state your name and the municipality in which you live for the record and in five (5) minutes 
or less briefly state your comments to the Township Committee. 
 
 On a motion by Committeewoman Spinelli and seconded by Committeeman Girsham, the 
meeting was opened to the Public. 
Vote: All in favor 
 
Norman Lenchitz, Pittsgrove, thanked everybody who's serving and stated that Committeeman 
Botticello is going to be missed; he’s done a lot for the Township.   It's a thankless job at times and 
it takes a lot of hours, a lot of reading and showing up in places. Mr. Lenchitz then expressed concern 
about the Salem County Sheriff’s Office acquiring a helicopter, a jet and two boats and the Board of 
Freeholders authorizing the purchase.  The matter appeared in the December 24th edition of the Elmer 
Times. He said that he can understand the boats, we have a lot of water around here but acquiring a 
surplus helicopter and a jet would mean a lot of maintenance, facility rentals and stuff like that. We 
would have to have trained people to man these things.  This could affect our pocketbooks here in 
the Township.  He asked the Township Committee to look into this; hopefully this is a mistake, 
otherwise it’ll cost us dearly.  He contacted the Freeholders and the Elmer Times directly and has 
not received a response. Mayor Copare responded this will be researched and someone will get back 
to Mr. Lenchitz.  
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There being no further comments from the public, a motion was made by Committeewoman Spinelli 
and seconded by Committeeman Botticello to close the Public Session. 
Vote:  All in favor  
 
RESOLUTIONS  
 
143-2020  Payment of Bills (bill list attached)   
144-2020  Providing for the Transfer of Certain 2020 Appropriation Account Balances  
145-2020  Authorizing the Refund of Fee for Permit # 20-260   
146-2020  Supporting the Submission of the Municipal Planning Incentive Grant 2022  

Program Application for Farmland Preservation by the Pittsgrove Township  
 Agricultural Advisory Committee    

147-2020  Awarding A Lease of Land for Farming Purposes for the Township of Pittsgrove  
148-2020  Accepting the Resignation of Planning Board Member Dominick Miletta   
149-2020  Adoption of Procedures and Requirements for Public Comment at Remote Public 

Meetings  
150-2020  Cancelling Old Outstanding Check Issued from the Pittsgrove Township Payroll 

Checking Account  
151-2020  Authorizing and Accepting Emergency Management Performance Grant –   

EMPG / Emergency Management Agency Assistance - EMMA 
 
 A motion was made by Committeeman Girsham and seconded by Committeeman Harz to 
vote by Consent Agenda on Resolutions No. 143-2020 through 151-2020. 
Roll Call:  
Aye - Botticello, Girsham, Harz, Spinelli, Copare 
Nay -  0 
 
 A motion was made by Committeewoman Spinelli and seconded by Committeeman Girsham 
to adopt by Consent Agenda Resolutions No.143-2020 through 151-2020. 
Roll Call:  
Aye -   Botticello, Girsham, Harz, Spinelli, Copare   
Nay -   0   
 
OLD BUSINESS  
None. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
None. 

   
ADJOURNMENT 
 
           Mayor Copare announced, “before we adjourn, there is one additional item, Resolution No. 
152-2020. It is Committeeman Botticello’s last meeting as a member of the Township Committee. 
A Resolution of Appreciation has been prepared and I’d like to read it into the record... 
 

WHEREAS, Jakob Botticello has been a member of the Pittsgrove Township Committee for 
the past three (3) years; and 
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 WHEREAS, during his term, Jakob Botticello served on various Standing Committees and 
devoted a great deal of time and effort to initiate projects which will be beneficial to the Township 
of Pittsgrove for many years to come: 
   NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the members of the Township Committee do 
hereby extend appreciation to Jakob Botticello for his contribution to the administration of the 
Township of Pittsgrove; and 
   BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Jakob Botticello is wished the best of luck with any 
future endeavors; and 
   BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution be forwarded to Jakob 
Botticello and the same adopted in the minutes of the Township Committee meeting of this date.” 
 
Committee Botticello added, “If I could just take a minute, first of all, I want to offer thanks. You 
know when I stepped into this role, I didn't have a great idea what it was going to be like for three 
years. There were definitely some interesting intra-political messes and questions that we ran into 
over the last few years but Fiore and Fran, from the beginning there was a willingness to work 
together and find a way to move his Township forward. The ‘D’s’ and ‘R’s’ in front of our names 
disappeared pretty quickly and I really appreciate it. Three years of working with you guys and all 
the help that you've given. I am one member of this committee and things that I put forward that you 
guys supported and helped with it, wouldn't have moved forward without that support and that means 
a great deal to me. Ed and Eric, in the last year I've found the same kind of relationship with you, 
where politics doesn't seem to enter this body in this Township at least not in the three years I've 
been here. I appreciate that a great deal, both as a member of this committee and as a resident of this 
Township. It's nice to know that this group keeps things moving forward regardless of what happens 
outside. I'd like to encourage this committee to continue to move a couple of projects forward. I 
think the solar projects, both at the landfill and the old Garrison pit are extremely important and I 
think you can't overstate how much of a positive impact they will have on the tax rates in this 
Township if you all follow through with those projects and keep them moving especially the 
Garrison project. You have the capacity for a huge and very revenue positive project over there and 
I think it answers an environmental question in the Township to that we should be looking at. On 
that note, I want to encourage you guys to keep pushing forward Giordano's as well. I think there 
might be a little static coming from the County on bringing that project into the Township but it 
means jobs, a huge amount of revenue into this Township and there is also the very likely possibility 
that they'll provide free trash recycling pickup for the entire Township if we can get them in here. 
That's an opportunity for this committee to provide a service that won’t cost the people in this 
Township anything in taxes. I think that's a big deal. The last thing I would like to encourage is 
building a dialogue with the residents in the Township. I think it's really important that they see us 
out there and then we talk to them, we explain things to them and get ahead of the rumors. I'd like 
to encourage the four of you to continue to talk to people especially on Facebook because I think a 
lot of people in this Township don't understand that this group of people have what is best for the 
residents at the forefront of their intentions when they're working through these meetings and 
working on the projects. I think it's important that you can continue that communication. Again, just 
personally, thank you for the last three years. I've enjoyed it and that goes to Conni, Chuck, Kristy 
and the rest of the staff. You guys have been amazing over the last few years. I'm going to miss 
doing this two Wednesdays a month. I'm a going to miss seeing you guys two Wednesdays a month. 
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Maybe I'll still come as public and heckle you on occasion. Again, thanks for the last three years; 
it's been fun and it's been meaningful. I hope my time here has had a positive impact on this 
community.” 
 
A motion was made by Committeewoman Spinelli and seconded by Committeeman Harz to adopt 
Resolution No.152-2020. 
Vote: All in favor 
 
             The next meeting of the Township Committee is Reorganization, held on Monday, January 
4, 2021 at 6:00pm via teleconference. 
 
  There being no further business, a motion was made by Committeeman Botticello and  
seconded by Committeewoman Spinelli to adjourn the meeting. 
Vote:  All in favor 
 
 

 
 

Constance S. Garton 
Municipal Clerk 


