
PITTSGROVE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE 
            REGULAR MEETING MINUTES                                    

MAY 12, 2021 – 7:30 P.M. 
 
 

   
 

The Pittsgrove Township Committee met by teleconference on May 12, 2021. Mayor Fiore 
J. Copare, MD, presided. Mayor Copare called the meeting to order and stated that the meeting was 
transmitted to the Township designated newspapers in accordance with Public Law 1975, Chapter 
231. He led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
Present:     Girsham, Harz, Schmidt, Spinelli, Copare      
Absent:     0 
 
Solicitor Marmero, Administrator Hughes, Municipal Clerk Garton and Deputy Municipal Clerk 
Alward were also in attendance.  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES -    January 4, 2021 Reorganization Meeting  
 

On a motion by Committeewoman Spinelli and seconded by Committeeman Girsham the 
January 4, 2021 Reorganization Meeting Minutes were approved as submitted. 
Vote:  All in favor  
 
APPROVAL OF USE OF FACILITY REQUESTS  

1. Vineland Mennonite School / Green Branch Park / Pavilion, Concession Stand, 
Restrooms, 2 Fields (Baseball/Soccer) May 20, 2021 Alt. May 21, 2021 /  
8:00a. – 2:00p 

2. Woodruff School / Tent Rental 20’ x 40’/ June 16, 2021 Alt. June 17, 2021 / 8:00a - Noon 
 
On a motion by Committeewoman Spinelli and seconded by Committeeman Schmidt, the 

two (2) above-listed Facility Use Requests were approved as submitted. 
Vote:  All in favor 
 
TOWNSHIP SOLICITOR’S REPORT  
 

Solicitor Marmero presented his report on the following topics:  Norma Alliance Fire and 
Rescue, Salem County Stormwater Facilities, 640 Buck Road, Landfill Solar Project, Porchtown 
Road, and OPRA Request.   

 
TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

Mayor Copare called on each committee member present as follows: 
 
Committeeman Girsham had nothing to report. 
 
Committeeman Harz reported he attended the Economic Development meeting. It was 

mentioned that there may be grants that the Township is missing out on and he questioned if there 
is a way to keep track of what is available to us. The bicycle trail that was applied for in 2018/2019 
was brought up and it would have been very nice to utilize something like that during the COVID 
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shut down. It is something to keep an eye on; what type of money is out there for us to improve the 
Township. I look forward to seeing something in that direction. 

 
Committeeman Schmidt had nothing to report. 
 
Committeewoman Spinelli had nothing to report. 
 

MAYOR’S REPORT  
 
           Mayor Copare reported he and Committeewoman Spinelli met with County, other local 
officials and Judge Telsey at the Salem County Courthouse regarding the development of a shared 
court service in Salem County. There are municipalities that share services now, for instance, 
Pittsgrove participates in a Joint Court with nine other municipalities in Cumberland County.  
Further information will be gathered looking at cost and cost savings. The shared service creating 
the Joint Court that we created several years ago has saved us approximately 50 to $60,000 a year 
which we would expect to continue. They're going to look into those numbers. They are looking at 
approaching Cumberland County and Gloucester County. As we know, Zoom in one way or another 
is here to stay and they have been saving a lot of money by using Zoom but, they're not making a lot 
of money as many of the meetings are being held away from the Courthouse. The Mayor also 
mentioned that a Special Joint Meeting is being held between the Township Committee and the 
Board of Fire Commissioners, District No. 1 – Norma next Wednesday, May 19, 2021 at 7:30 pm 
regarding its ambulance response.  Discussion is anticipated that will also include each Fire Chief 
and a way to help mitigate issues with the ambulance response.  
 
PUBLIC SESSION - AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION  
 
 Mayor Copare announced that anyone wishing to speak should please state your name and 
the municipality in which you live for the record and in five (5) minutes or less briefly state your 
comments to the Township Committee. 
 
 On a motion by Committeewoman Spinelli and seconded by Committeeman Harz, the 
meeting was opened to the Public. 
Vote: All in favor 
 
Members of the Public who raised their virtual hand were acknowledged for comment by the Mayor. 
 
Mary Rowson, Pittsgrove, said thank you for the new placement of the zoom number, it is in a really 
easy to find spot; whoever fixed it, fixed it well. You just went on, clicked on the meeting date and 
got the information on how to get to this zoom number so that really was great. As far as my issue 
here on Madison Road and the commercial/industrial business next door, I did speak with the Zoning 
Official who came out this past week and he seemed really helpful. He's going to look into it and 
I'm going to look into more aspects of it as well. Maybe we can get enough information at least to 
be clarified. I'd really like to know and have the information to know for sure that there isn't a toxic 
business going on next door. I also wanted to mention to everyone that this weekend, Saturday and 
Sunday, is Arts in Bloom in Salem County.  Because of the pandemic, it's really been slashed and is 
much smaller, usually there's something like 25 to 30 different artists that have their open studio 
tours. I believe in Pittsgrove Township there are four sites. There's a lot of other sites across Salem 
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County. Sweet Things with Styles is open this weekend and she is hosting a lot of different, local 
artists including artwork from Schalick High School and from the middle school. The kids get a 
chance to put their own artwork up and have it during this two-day weekend so it's always nice to 
stop around there, even if you're not interested in art, but want to support the school and the kids. To 
the kids it's a really big deal. It could be the first time they have an art show and display their work. 
Thank you. 
 
Nicholas Mesiano, Pittsgrove, as you know we have won one of our battles, but the fight continues. 
I don't want to get into anything negative; we're going to keep working with the County on the traffic 
issues. I've been talking to a bunch of the people who own all the land on Gershal Avenue. There's 
a bunch of little houses and many of them are very old some of them are having their 100th Birthday 
soon.  I just wanted to give you some perspective. Before you even walk in the door you have to 
drop $20,000 cash at least for each one of these houses because of the 2012 cesspool thing and the 
conversion. That's a lot of money, but we have a lot of positivity here amongst the home and land 
owners. I feel like as we fix the traffic issues maybe more people are going to be interested in 
dropping the 10s of thousands of dollars in cash that we need to make these houses nicer. Why would 
anyone flip a house when there's dump trucks flying down the road? They didn't build 55 for us to 
have dump trucks and trash trucks, I don't think, but we have positivity. Actually, we're spending 
thousands of dollars already trying to develop organic products that can easily grow in Pittsgrove so 
people can use their farm fields to generate money versus selling them off. There’re quite a few 
products that you can grow for a tremendous profit and we're spending thousands of dollars on 
developing it right now. So, just a lot of positivity out of Gershal. Mayor Copare stated he would 
reach out to Ben Laury who had mentioned a month or two ago regarding a traffic study that was 
being done by the County. 
 
Carolyn Jacob, asked the status of the proposed Dollar General on Centerton Road. Mayor Copare 
stated it would be received and reviewed by Planning Board. 
 
  There being no further comments from the public, a motion was made by Committeeman 
Harz and seconded by Committeeman Girsham to close the Public Session. 
Vote:  All in favor  
 
ORDINANCES 

A motion was made by Committeeman Girsham and seconded by Committeewoman Spinelli 
to introduce on first reading Ordinance No. 2021-02 entitled “An Ordinance of the Township of 
Pittsgrove to Exceed the Municipal Budget Appropriation Limits and to Establish a Cap Bank 
(N.J.S.A. 40a:4-45.14)” 

Roll Call:  
Aye -   Girsham, Harz, Schmidt, Spinelli, Copare   
Nay -   0 
The second reading and public hearing will be held on June 23, 2021 at 7:30 p.m. via teleconference 
after which the ordinance will be considered for final adoption. 
 

RESOLUTIONS  
76-2021 Payment of Bills – (Bill List attached)  
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77-2021 Authorizing the Cancellation of 2021 Property Taxes for Tax-Exempt  
   Veteran  

78-2021 Appointments to the Planning Board  
79-2021 Requesting that the Salem County Commissioners, the Salem County Board 

   of Elections and the Salem County Sheriff’s Department Undertake a Study 
   and Enter into a Discussion with the Salem County Municipal Clerks in  
   Order to Determine a Safer and Less Burdensome Election Night   
   Procedure  

80-2021 Governing Body Certification of Compliance with the United States Equal 
   Employment Opportunity Commission’s “Enforcement Guidance on the  
   Consideration of Arrest and Conviction Records in Employment Decisions 
   Under Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964”  

81-2021 2021 Municipal Budget - Introduction 
 
A motion was made by Committeeman Schmidt and seconded by Committeewoman Spinelli 

to vote by Consent Agenda Resolution Nos. 76-2021 through 81-2021. 
Roll Call:  
Aye -  Girsham, Harz, Schmidt, Spinelli, Copare   
Nay -   0 
 
 A motion was made by Committeeman Schmidt and seconded by Committeeman Harz to 
adopt by Consent Agenda Resolution Nos. 76-2021 through 81-2021. 
Roll Call:  
Aye -   Girsham, Harz, Schmidt, Spinelli, Copare   
Nay -   0 
 
OLD BUSINESS  
None. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
None. 

 
 ADJOURNMENT 
 

There being no further business, a motion was made by Committeewoman Spinelli and  
seconded by Committeeman Schmidt to adjourn the meeting. 
Vote:  All in favor 
 
 

 
Constance S. Garton 

Municipal Clerk 


