
PITTSGROVE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE 
            REGULAR MEETING MINUTES                                    

MAY 26, 2021 – 7:30 P.M. 
 
 

   
 

The Pittsgrove Township Committee met by teleconference on May 12, 2021. Mayor Fiore 
J. Copare, MD, presided. Mayor Copare called the meeting to order and stated that the meeting was 
transmitted to the Township designated newspapers in accordance with Public Law 1975, Chapter 
231. He led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
Present:     Girsham, Harz, Schmidt, Spinelli, Copare      
Absent:     0 
 
Solicitor Marmero, Administrator Hughes, Municipal Clerk Garton and Deputy Municipal Clerk 
Alward were also in attendance.  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES  -   April 28, 2021 Regular Meeting 
                                                  -   May 12, 2021 Regular Meeting  
 

On a motion by Committeewoman Spinelli and seconded by Committeeman Schmidt the 
April 28, 2021 and May 12, 2021 Regular Meeting Minutes were approved as submitted. 
Vote:  All in favor  
 
APPROVAL OF USE OF FACILITY REQUESTS  

1. Pittsgrove Youth Cheerleading Association / Green Branch Park / Fields 
Monday – Friday / June 21 through September 3, 2021 / 4:00p – 8:00p 

2. Salem County Department of Health / Senior Center 
Wednesday / June 23, 2021 / 9:00a – 1:00p 

3. Pittsgrove Field Hockey Club / Green Branch Park / Field / Lights / Restrooms /  
July 13 through November 7, 2021 / 4:00 – 8:00p 
 
On a motion by Committeeman Girsham and seconded by Committeeman Harz, the three 

(3) above-listed Facility Use Requests were approved as submitted. 
Vote:  All in favor 
 
APPROVAL OF 4/2021 DEPARTMENTAL/ACTIVITY REPORTS 
Cash Management Plan   
Chief Finance Officer (CFO)                                         
 Zoning/Housing Code Official                                      
 Tax Collector                                                                 
 Construction Code Official                                                                                                      
 Registrar of Vital Statistics                                     
 Public Works                                              
 Clean Communities                               
 Recycling  
Tax Assessor                                                                                      
 Land Use/Planning                                                
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On a motion by Committeewoman Spinelli and seconded by Committeeman Harz, the above 
Township Departmental/Activity Reports were approved as submitted. 
Vote:  All in favor 
 
TOWNSHIP ENGINEER’S REPORT & PROPOSAL - Fralinger Engineering, PA 

 
The Township Committee acknowledged the receipt of the Township Engineer’s Report 

which provided a summary of the following projects: 2019 NJDOT Trust Fund Award (Morton 
Avenue Phase I), 2020 NJDOT Trust Fund (Morton Avenue Phase II), and NJDOT Trust Fund 
Applications for FY2021. 
 
Proposal for Professional Services  
    Re:  NJDOT Municipal Aid Program - Morton Avenue Phase III 
  
 On a motion by Committeeman Harz and seconded by Committeeman Schmidt, the Fralinger 
Engineering, PA, Proposal for Professional Services – NJDOT Municipal Aid Program, 
Reconstruction of Morton Avenue Phase III was approved as submitted. 
Roll Call:  
Aye -   Girsham, Harz, Schmidt, Spinelli, Copare 
Nay -   0 
 
TOWNSHIP SOLICITOR’S REPORT  
 

Solicitor Marmero presented his report on the following topics:  Norma Alliance Volunteer 
Fire and Rescue, Salem County Stormwater Facilities, 640 Buck Road, Affordable Housing, and 
Landfill Solar. Additionally, there were further discussions with the Union.   

 
TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

Mayor Copare called on each committee member present as follows: 
 
Committeeman Girsham had nothing to report. 
 
Committeeman Harz had nothing to report. 
 
Committeeman Schmidt had nothing to report. 
 
Committeewoman Spinelli reported she attended the Environmental Commission meeting. 

Janet Waterhouse presented a power point on the Spotted Lantern Fly. It was very interesting and 
educational. It will be available on the Township website. 

 
MAYOR’S REPORT  
 
           Mayor Copare reported he attended a meeting of the Mayors of Cumberland County regarding 
the presentation by Judge Telsey as he presented it to Salem County last week. As mentioned in a 
previous meeting the courts funding has been decreased mainly based on COVID. Court hearings 
are primarily being done via zoom and may continue that way up to 80% of the time for traffic 
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violations. There was discussion about marijuana legality on June 1. They're not sure how that might 
impact the courts. A special meeting will be held allowing a study to be done county by county for 
Salem, Cumberland and Gloucester to see if there's going to be cost savings involved. There were 
members of the shared court that were happy with the way our court system has been handled and 
managed and therefor may or may not want to join a countywide court system. He encouraged 
everyone to get vaccinated. Vaccinations at the Vineland INSPIRA hospital are being given without 
appointments on Mondays, Tuesdays and Saturday mornings. He believes it's very important that 
we get vaccinated. Everyone has their own views and skepticism as to what might happen to us. The 
University of Penn has been studying messenger RNA for 15 years and has been generating vaccines 
using messenger RNA. Everyone please to speak to their family and friends. It's 20 and 30-year olds 
that are currently getting everybody sick. Most of the seniors have been vaccinated, but there are 
lots of cases throughout the area where people are home sick and not getting better. They have what's 
called Long COVID, lung disease, heart disease, and cognitive dysfunction. It's a real thing. It's not 
made up.  This really needs to be done in our community. There are too many people out there that 
are quite sick right now that you and I know, that should have gotten a vaccine a lot sooner.  
 
PUBLIC SESSION - AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION  
 
 Mayor Copare announced that anyone wishing to speak should please state your name and 
the municipality in which you live for the record and in five (5) minutes or less briefly state your 
comments to the Township Committee. 
 
 On a motion by Committeewoman Spinelli and seconded by Committeeman Schmidt, the 
meeting was opened to the Public. 
Vote: All in favor 
 
Members of the Public who raised their virtual hand were acknowledged for comment by the Mayor. 
 
Mary Rowson, Pittsgrove, I just wanted to keep you updated. Mr. Ramsay did go out a few times on 
the road, but unfortunately where he was parking is right at the entrance to the driveway of my 
neighbor. They have been really quiet since then although they did start up this past week. I didn't 
get a chance to call Mr Ramsay. I think he's really doing his best to find out what's really going on. 
We still don't know much yet but I’ll keep you posted. See you next time. Thank you. 
 
Tom Hayes, Pittsgrove, I just wanted to thank you Doctor Mayor for your authoritative comments 
regarding the vaccine. Coming from a physician, it carries a lot more weight than when just we, 
common folk, mention it. I will say that, occasionally, I will post on the Township OEM page 
notification of vaccinations available. Unfortunately, it's all the way over at Salem Community 
College, but at least we can announce it and perhaps people traveling that way may be able to stop 
and get their injection. I thank you again, Mr. Mayor. I really appreciate your comments.  
 
Tom Figlio, Pittsgrove, I see tonight where you're going to be voting on Resolution No. 88-2021 
Supporting Participation in the Sustainable Jersey Municipal Certification Program and 
Authorizing the Sustainable Communities Grant Application Funded by Atlantic City Electric. My 
question is, does this mean that the Township Committee is planning to establish a Green Team and 
to apply for Sustainable Jersey certification? Administrator Hughes replied, I started filling out the 
application through Atlantic City Electric and we need a supporting resolution before I can go any 



   
 

4 
 

further with that grant application. That's what stimulated it.  Mr. Figlio continued, okay, so that 
doesn't mean that you're actually establishing a team at this time. My second comment involves 
grants like the Atlantic City Electric grant and the New Jersey Department of Transportation grant. 
These are the grants that the Township can and has applied for and also the communications that 
you received regarding these grants. As the Chair of the Environmental Commission, I was 
wondering if in the future, you could copy each of the Chairs of the various committees whenever 
you get something like this. I appreciate that we've been copied on the Atlantic City grant but perhaps 
the other grants that you get, it might be a good idea to copy us so that you can get some other input. 
The Chairs could share these letters with their members and get back to you with some ideas or 
suggestions that had not been thought of. 
 
  There being no further comments from the public, a motion was made by Committeeman 
Girsham and seconded by Committeeman Harz to close the Public Session. 
Vote:  All in favor  
 
RESOLUTIONS  
83-2021 Payment of Bills – (Bill List attached) 
84-2021 Authorizing the Refund of Property Taxes 
85-2021 Recognizing the New Jersey Department of Health for their Work Testing Private  
               Wells in Pittsgrove Township 
86-2021 To Authorize an On-Premise Merchandise Draw Raffle License to the Schalick  
               High School Track Booster Club 
87-2021 To Authorize an On-Premise Merchandise Draw Raffle License to the Schalick  
               High School Track Booster Club 
88-2021 Supporting Participation in the Sustainable Jersey Municipal Certification Program 

and Authorizing the Sustainable Communities Grant Application Funded by 
Atlantic City Electric 

89-2021 Authorizing the Pittsgrove Township Committee to Enter into a Shared Services 
Agreement for Mechanic Services with the Pittsgrove Township Board of 
Education 

90-2021 Amending Appointments to the Recreation Advisory Committee 
 
A motion was made by Committeewoman Spinelli and seconded by Committeeman Girsham 

to vote by Consent Agenda Resolution Nos. 83-2021 through 90-2021. 
Roll Call:  
Aye -  Girsham, Harz, Schmidt, Spinelli, Copare   
Nay -   0 
 
 A motion was made by Committeewoman Spinelli and seconded by Committeeman Girsham 
to adopt by Consent Agenda Resolution Nos. 83-2021 through 90-2021. 
Roll Call:  
Aye -   Girsham, Harz, Schmidt, Spinelli, Copare   
Nay -   0 
 
OLD BUSINESS  
None. 
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NEW BUSINESS 
 

- Gina Bright - Presentation  
       Re:   Non-Verbal Communication Board for Green Branch Park 

 
Gina Bright, Pittsgrove, I’m a local mom to two small children, my daughter, 5, and my son, 2. He 
has a few disabilities; one of them being Autism Spectrum Disorder. At this time, he is nonverbal. 
Autism, as you may or may not know, is such a broad spectrum that this may or may not change in 
his lifetime. Being a mother to a child who can speak and one who cannot and seeing how important 
little moments of engagement are between them, my family has taken all the measurements that we 
can to promote and assist them doing those engagements from me teaching them music therapy at 
home to us bringing binders out anywhere we go with things called pecs cards in them. These cards 
have little pictures with words at the bottom. They show motions, types of actions, and ways for them 
to tell us how they feel or show us what they need or want without being able to talk. He is in the 
process of waiting for a communication device which is about the size of tablet. Children who are 
nonverbal usually carry them around their neck or they carry them in their hands to the playground 
or at school. They push pecs card images on these tablets to speak for them. This binder allows my 
son to do that by pointing to the card and expressing what he needs. I see through this that he will go 
and grab my daughter and my daughter will come up to him, point to the swing, he will bring that 
card to my daughter and she takes him to the swings. They play. They swing. No words were needed 
for that. Imagine a world where every kid did not have to carry a device to go play, they did not have 
meltdowns over overwhelming anxiety because they could not communicate something that they felt 
or that they do not stand out with a device or a binder. Imagine a world where they could just sit and 
play. My proposal this evening is for something called a Non-verbal Communication Board. These 
take the idea of pecs cards and make them into giant signs and boards with pictures demonstrating 
emotions, actions, wants, needs and more with written words under it and across the board. This is 
something I believe will not only benefit every special needs child in our area, many of whom cannot 
speak, many of whom may have anxiety doing so, but it will also benefit every child who can speak 
by opening up their minds to acceptance and will demonstrate to children they can make friends with 
other children who are different even if they do not speak to them. It will provide a universal means 
to communicate at the playground. It will allow all children an opportunity to see pictures with word 
association, practice spelling, practice sign language, learn Spanish, or whatever we would like to 
add to provide for them as these boards are customizable. In my opinion, it would make Pittsgrove 
the landmark for an all-inclusive playground. I’m proposing this be put in place at Green Branch 
Park. Our youth will grow from a young age to be accepting, well rounded adults who were taught 
that differences do not separate us as human beings and now we can all point to a picture and go play 
on the swings. These boards range from the bigger models which again can be customized at around 
$1200 to the smaller foldout options that are around $400. This is something I really feel like we need 
here and I'm willing to take any steps necessary to get that in place, fundraisers or benefits. Green 
Branch being such a staple for not only our township, but other communities coming into that park 
for tournaments etc. What better way to show what a great town Pittsgrove is than to lead by example. 
Thank you all so much for your time. I'm more than happy to provide more about it should you have 
any questions. Mayor Copare thanked Gina for her presentation and thoughtfulness. He notated we 
will do what we can to move it along. 
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 ADJOURNMENT 
 

There being no further business, a motion was made by Committeewoman Spinelli and  
seconded by Committeeman Girsham to adjourn the meeting. 
Vote:  All in favor 
 
 

 
Constance S. Garton 

Municipal Clerk 


