
 
Pittsgrove Township Environmental Commission 

Regular Meeting Minutes (Via Zoom Teleconference) 
May 24, 2021 

 
 

1. The meeting was called to order by Commission Chairman, Tom Figlio, at 7:32 pm. The Pledge 
of Allegiance was given. The Open Public Meeting proclamation was read.  This meeting was 
advertised in accordance with the Open Public Meeting Act.  The teleconference format notice 
was sent to the newspaper and posted on the township website. 

 
             In attendance: Tom Figlio, Norm Lenchitz, Trish Jankauskas, Bernie Bernardini, Fiore Copare, 
 Fran Spinelli, Christine Manno, Tara Waterhouse, Nick Smith, Tom Hayes and 2 members of the 
 public. 
 
       2.   Spotted Lanternfly (SLF) Presentation by Tara Waterhouse, PTEC member and Environmental 
 Consultant 
 
        Tara did her presentation and pointed out that SLF is in every county in NJ except for Cape  
        May.  If anyone sees them please report them to the Pennsylvania website which is tracking  
        their spread (https://services.agriculture.PA.gov/SLFReport.   It’s been found that they now  
        have predators: one of the species of praying mantis in NJ (itself an invasive species),    
        chickens which have developed a taste for them and a fungus.  Tara took questions form the   
        attendees and pointed out that all this information is available on the Penn State Extension         
        website:  https://extension.psu.edu   She will submit her presentation for posting on the   
        township website for the public to view. 
 
       3.    Approval of the minutes from the April 26, 2021 meeting – Motion to approve by Trish, 2nd by   
  Bernie, all in favor. 
 
       4.    Unfinished Business: 
 

        a.  Farmland Preservation Update – Eileen 
 
        Eric Mihalecz and Anne Bauman made settlement on 5/20/21.  Burt application is out of   
        target area and that needs to be addressed, it won’t nullify it but will slow it down.  Ag  
        Advisory is working on their new 10-year preservation plan and targeted areas are a big part  
        of the discussion.  New application for Deitrich accepted by the Ag Committee.  It’s about 70    
        acres on Buck Road.  It needs some clearing to meet the minimum tillable requirement but  
        they’re willing to do that.  Crisanti accepted his offer but isn’t happy with the contract wording     
        or the price.  The Ag committee will meet with him when he returns to NJ to discuss his  
        concerns.  No change in status on the other open applications. 
 
  b.  Green Acres/Open Space Update:  None     
     
  c.   Report on Area Meetings, Training and Events: Mapping Tool Training 6/8/21.  Zoom  
        Webinar sponsored by ANJEC and free to members.  Norm had some training and      
        found it very useful.  Eileen said the Ag committee had some training too.  It’s a multilayer   
        program developed by Rowan Geospatial Research Lab.  Eileen will send the links for the  
    Zoom webinar and the Blueprint map site.  
 



 
    
 
    
        d.   Newspaper Articles:  None 
 
         
       e.   Elmer Lake Fishing Line Recycle Container – Tom cleaned on 5/8/21 and there was line.   
        Norm is going tomorrow.  Site is more active. 
 
        f.    Pittsgrove Day: (May 16th, 2020) – no news on possible Fall date 

     i.   Native Species Exhibit 
  ii.   South Jersey Nature Club  

iii.   South Jersey Gas (CNG or Marking Exhibit)  
   iv.   Historical Photo Exhibit (Chick Jansky)  
 v.   8 Exhibit Booth Spaces and Tents as block configuration  
 vi.   Green Pittsgrove EC Logo Tote Bags  
  vii.   1 Rain Barrel and 3 Composters for giveaway  
 viii.    Environmental Education Literature Handouts  
   ix.   SJ Land and Water Trust Exhibit  
    x.   Clean Communities booth close to PTEC complex 
   xi.   Nick Smith and the Schalick High’s Interact Club  
  xii.   Jim Andrus, Blue Bird Boxes.  
  xiii.   Ideas, plans or dreams for 2021 Pittsgrove Day 
           

 g.    Quarterly road cleanup – next one 6/5/21, meet at the Municipal building at 8:00 a.m. 
 

     h.    Radon Awareness Program (RAP) – first quarterly report received from the lab and sent to  
            the State.  No response received from the state to date.  Some of the results were high   
          particularly one on Alvine Road.  Commission discussed and wondered if the there was a   
            stone foundation or a swampy area around this particular house.  Eileen will email the lab to  
            see if more information is available.  It was suggested that maybe the neighbors could be     
            approached and offered kits to see if they have similar radon levels.  The members will be  
            notified when the lab responds. 
           
      i.    Giordano Recycling – Status of Letter Requesting Solid Waste Ordinance Change – Tom is  
            writing one about bypassing home rule but hasn’t done it yet.  Will update us when complete. 
          
      j.   Resolution recognizing Jesse Gleason and NJDOH is on the Township Committee agenda   
          for Wednesday. 
 
      k.  Pittsgrove Signage Update 
 
           Fran likes the sign at the Senior Center.  That would be nice with the welcoming wording.    
           Norm suggested changing the material to lessen the cost.  There were at least 3 signs in the  
           township.  Elmer Lake and Buck Road would be good locations too.  Trish will take photos of   
           the existing signs, and get dimensions and forward that info to the members. Barb uses  
           Garden State Sign for Public Works.  Tara can get quotes from Signature Signs in Elmer  
           and Fast Signs in Marlton.  We need 3 quotes minimum when we’re ready to buy. 
 



 
                     l.    Illegal Dumping Update – Too late this year to apply for the camera grant.  Tom has emailed    
            the DEP several times but no response yet.  Norm said they’re slow responding because of   
            covid and it could take a few weeks.  Tom will try again. 
 
      m.  A4843 Update – Bill about Potential Forest Stewardship requirement.  Tom called our  
            senator and assemblyman with his concerns.  Group discussed the pros/cons of the      
            legislation.  The Pinelands are the target of the law and that area does need work.  Tom  
            thought the Township Committee should be aware since it will cost Pittsgrove money if it  
            passes. 
 
                     n.   Return the Favor/Saving Horseshoe Crabs – Tom and his wife just helped at Thompson’s  
            Bay where they turned over 328 crabs.  Trish said all the guided walks are booked but she  
            helps at Dewey Beach, DE.  You can do it yourself if you have time.  Norm said Sea Breeze   
            crabs need help because all the concrete debris from storms is a big issue.  Tom’s wife is a   
            guide on this project and he will inform the commission when they go again. 
 
             5.   New Business:  
 
     a)  ACE Sustainable Communities Grant 
 
          Grant proposals must be submitted by 6/30/21.  Chuck sent an email about potential grant  
            for communication boards at the park, Trish thought that was a good idea for schools too.   
            There will be a presentation about this topic at the Wednesday meeting of the Township  
            Committee.  Tom thought the ACE money could be used to update the Open Space Plan. 
 
                    b)  NJDOT Grant 
 
         The township has applied for money for repaving and can’t get that and the DOT grant at the  
         same time.  Tom said plans were submitted in 2019 for a bikeway but the cost was over  
           $500k.  A bikeway could be a possibility in the future.  The commission went over multiple  
           options for bikeway locations when money is available to us.  A rail trail was              
           discussed years ago and seemed feasible at the time, that is also an option.                                
               

6.   Planning Board Update:  next meeting tomorrow, last 3 were cancelled. Dollar General is 
 ongoing.  Location is on Centerton Road – the store wants 12 acres of a 43-acre parcel.   
 
7.   Correspondence:  Johnson Design submitted notification of a LOI request sent to NJDEP for a 
 proposed single-family home on Sheep Pen. 
 
8.   Member Roundtable:   
         
  Eileen asked if the commission wanted to continue Zoom meetings when the municipal  
  building reopens.  They do with in-person if needed.  The Earth Day photo has been posted  
  to our website. 
 
         Nick said Paul Jacobs is interested in replacing him. Tom will contact the appropriate school  
         people to arrange that.  Nick will remain on the board as an associate.  Tom and Trish  
         wanted to thank him for all his help and wish him well on his next adventure at the University 
         of Delaware. 
 
        Tara was happy to know people read the LOI notices because she sends them out too. 



 
. 
        
   
9.   Public Comments:  None          
 
 9.  Budget: Was introduced at the last TC meeting per Fran.  Another part is on this week’s agenda. 
 
10.  Adjournment:  9:19 p.m.  Motion to adjourn by Trish, 2nd by Norm, all in favor. 
 

 
                            NEXT MEETING IS JUNE 28, 2021  


