
PITTSGROVE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE 
            REGULAR MEETING MINUTES                                    

JUNE 23, 2021 – 7:30 P.M. 
 
 

   
 

The Pittsgrove Township Committee met by teleconference on June 23, 2021. Mayor Fiore 
J. Copare, MD, presided. Mayor Copare called the meeting to order and stated that the meeting was 
transmitted to the Township designated newspapers in accordance with Public Law 1975, Chapter 
231. He led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
Present:     Harz, Schmidt, Spinelli, Copare      
Absent:     Girsham 
 
Solicitor Marmero, Administrator Hughes, Municipal Clerk Garton and Deputy Municipal Clerk 
Alward were also in attendance.  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES  -   May 26, 2021 Regular Meeting 
 

On a motion by Committeewoman Spinelli and seconded by Committeeman Harz the May 
26, 2021 Regular Meeting Minutes were approved as submitted. 
Vote:  All in favor  
 
APPROVAL OF USE OF FACILITY REQUESTS  

1. Gayle Nelson / Deer Pen Park / Pavilion 
July 18 / Alternate Date July 17 / 2:00pm – 6:00pm 

2. Buzzetta Foods / Green Branch Park / Beginning June 26 for EDP  
Soccer Tournaments 

3. SJ Braves Travel / Green Branch Park / Senior Field  
Beginning June 24 / Tuesdays, Alternate Day Thursdays / 4:00pm – 8:00pm  
 
On a motion by Committeeman Schmidt and seconded by Committeeman Harz, the three (3) 

above-listed Facility Use Requests were approved as submitted. 
Vote:  All in favor 
 
APPROVAL OF RIGHT TO KNOW SURVEY CY 2020  

On a motion by Committeeman Spinelli and seconded by Committeeman Harz, the Right to 
Know Survey CY 2020 approved as submitted. 
Vote:  All in favor 
 
APPROVAL OF 5/2021 DEPARTMENTAL/ACTIVITY REPORTS 
Cash Management Plan   
Chief Finance Officer (CFO)                                         
 Zoning/Housing Code Official                                      
 Tax Collector                                                                 
 Construction Code Official                                                                                                      
 Registrar of Vital Statistics                                     
 Public Works                                              
 Clean Communities                               
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 Recycling  
Tax Assessor                                                                                      
 Land Use/Planning   
                                              

On a motion by Committeeman Harz and seconded by Committeewoman Spinelli, the above 
Township Departmental/Activity Reports were approved as submitted. 
Vote:  All in favor 
 
APPROVAL TO RENEW 2021 LICENSE 
Junkyards (1): Thomas Bullock 

On a motion by Committeeman Harz and seconded by Committeeman Schmidt, the above 
2021 Junkyard License Renewal was approved as submitted. 
Vote:  All in favor 
 
TOWNSHIP ENGINEER’S REPORT & PROPOSAL - Fralinger Engineering, PA 

 
The Township Committee acknowledged the receipt of the Township Engineer’s Report 

which provided a summary of the following projects: 2020 NJDOT Trust Fund (Morton Avenue 
Phase II), 2021 NJDOT Trust Fund (Morton Avenue Phase III) and NJDOT Trust Fund Applications 
for FY2022. 
 
Clerk Garton notated a revised report was submitted by the Engineer. The revised report reflects 
the NJDOT Trust Fund Application for FY 2022 is being applied for the final section of Gershal 
Avenue. 
 
TOWNSHIP SOLICITOR’S REPORT  
 

Solicitor Marmero presented his report on the following topics:  Norma Alliance Volunteer 
Fire and Rescue, Salem County Stormwater Facilities, 640 Buck Road, and Landfill Solar.   

 
TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

Mayor Copare called on each committee member present as follows: 
 
Committeeman Harz attended the Salem County Health Fair held at the Pittsgrove Township 

Senior Community Center. It was well done. They provided vaccines as well as other tables with 
lots of information. Narcan kits were available. There was a county wide meeting to talk about 
ambulance services. Representatives from each municipality are requested for future meetings. He 
volunteered to attend.   

 
Committeeman Schmidt volunteered to be a representative on the Ambulance Committee. 
 
Committeewoman Spinelli volunteered to be a representative on the Ambulance Committee. 
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MAYOR’S REPORT  
 
           Mayor Copare announced that Registered Municipal Accountant, Henry Ludwigsen, of 
Bowman & Co., LLP is retiring at the end of June after providing many years of professional service 
to the Township of Pittsgrove.  Best wishes were extended in behalf of the Township Committee.  
As mentioned in previous meetings the Mayor attended both, the Salem County and Cumberland 
County meetings regarding shared services of our court system. He did get a copy of the letter and 
email from the representative of the group in Cumberland County; we're all happy with the way our 
shared services is going and at this point will continue to be a shared service with Cumberland 
County. There was a pretty significant Planning Board meeting that he and Committeewoman 
Spinelli attended focused mainly on Dollar General. Many expressed concerns regarding the traffic, 
the type of facility including buffers and the other logistics. Dollar General wanted to postpone the 
rest of the meeting until a later date. We received an approval for a grant in the amount of $107, 000. 
It is a Small Cities Grant that will be able to help to rehabilitate approximately 5 houses for low and 
moderate incomes in our Township. 
 
PUBLIC SESSION I- AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION  
 
 Mayor Copare announced that anyone wishing to speak should please state your name and 
the municipality in which you live for the record and in five (5) minutes or less briefly state your 
comments to the Township Committee. 
 
 On a motion by Committeewoman Spinelli and seconded by Committeeman Schmidt, the 
meeting was opened to the Public. 
Vote:  All in favor 
 
Members of the Public who raised their virtual hand were acknowledged for comment by the Mayor. 
 
Nicholas Mesiano, Pittsgrove, questioned if ballot measures are included in the government structure 
for Pittsgrove as well as the government form.  Solicitor Marmero stated yes, you could have a 
situation where you get signatures to put something on the ballot. Pittsgrove Township is a Township 
Committee form of government. Nicholas continued, Hello everybody. I'm reporting in from historic 
Gershel Avenue. First, I want to clear some facts about Dollar General. Some ask me am I mad at 
Pittsgrove? This is not true. I am not mad at Pittsgrove officials at all. I think they are great and I am 
grateful we have a locally controlled government. Let's just say I am disappointed with the situation 
in general, not with anyone in particular. Most importantly many people have come to me, a wide 
variety of common people in this town, expressing their thanks for what I'm doing. I did not choose 
to be in a place I am now. I have to do this for the people around me and I have to do this because I 
will not be a victim. I don't want to see my community be a victim. I think Pittsgrove officials should 
continue to look at the zoning and the roads. This is where the problems lie. The zoning is simply 
not correct for Dollar General's going into the same zoning as the Centerton Inn. It's just not right. 
Something's wrong, obviously. It is simply not correct to have full blown commercial in 
neighborhood business zoning. The location of the Dollar General disaster also ties in the roads. 
Remember, zoning and roads. The roads are important to the community sanctity and value. Have 
you seen everyone’s prices so high lately? Pittsgrove planning is legacy from British planning 
standards. These hamlet forms of Pittsgrove’s towns are still intact after 252 years and the 
government should do everything in its power through legislation and payouts to protect this form. 
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The majority of homes in Pittsgrove are pre 2000’s, close to the road, sometimes 10 feet from roads. 
Our roads were never intended to be used as cross-country highways. The road layout existing now 
is from before cars existed. People used to walk down Main Street in Elmer from a train and take a 
horse and buggy to Centerton. Gershal was built for residents to walk from the Norma train station 
to Alliance and Brotmanville. It does Pittsgrove residents no good when high impact businesses like 
Dollar General further draw traffic across our legacy roadways. In fact, it causes damages which 
residents in the community can sue for, file appeals against the projects, or do all sorts of things. It 
makes no sense to let Dollar General run amok and damage millions of dollars in property value. It 
makes no sense to run tractor trailers through Centerton when we have route 40 and Landis. It makes 
no sense to run dumpster trucks through Parvin State Park which we are blessed to have at the center 
of our town. Thankfully places like Cape May, Mount Laurel, Hammonton and many more have set 
precedent in which, townships are free to protect their hamlet form and in return the residents’ best 
interests stands. So please keep looking towards the roads and the zoning. All it takes is cooperation 
and signatures to fix these issues so we keep going in the direction of Wenoah, Pitman, Cape May, 
Mullica Hill, Hammonton, and Folsom. Residents are forced to take action when we veer towards 
the direction of Delsea Drive, Cherry Hill, Millville, etc. Now that I've said that we have nothing but 
extremely positive news to report from Gershal Avenue. Our experiments with corn buster cash 
crops are alive and growing. The extended Mesiano family continues investing in Pittsgrove 
especially the unique and multicultural community of historic Gershal Avenue. We have many, 
many things in the works and we really look forward to making some concrete announcements in 
the third quarter. Yes, we will still be having a party at the Mesiano ranchette. Everybody is invited, 
all Pittsgrove and Salem County officials are invited so that's why it's important to clear things up 
tonight. We will not let Dollar General ruin our vibe. We will continue to push forward as a 
community together and I think this party might be a great time to announce some of our new 
investments so keep your fingers crossed as I think it's going to be a really good time for all. So 
please officials keep your ears out for the party details, keep your eyes on the zoning and the roads 
and our community will continue doing the great things that it always does.  
 
Christina Mesiano, Pittsgrove, I just attended the Salem County Commissioners meeting tonight and 
that was on Facebook Live. I've been thinking about the continuation of our Township Committee 
meetings. I know things will be opening up live soon, but I think that the zoom meetings were also 
very helpful for people that were unable to maybe drive to a meeting and I think that a lot of people 
are familiar with the zoom process. As a teacher, I taught as well as millions of teachers all over the 
world taught not only in the classroom, but streamed our students in. I would suggest that when we 
do go live that we continue to have zoom meetings as well. If you need anybody to help you set that 
up with technology, I’d volunteer to help you do that. I think that our senior residents who may not 
like to drive at night, parents that can't find a babysitter or maybe a parent is at a soccer or baseball 
game but they still would like to attend a meeting they would be able to on their phone. People that 
work evenings would also be able to attend meetings. I think that in this 21st century of technology 
we can have Zoom and live meetings. Pittsgrove officials should accommodate the residents so that 
everyone can be informed and that everyone can attend; not only Township Committee, but Planning 
Board, RAC and all the other meetings. I wanted to share with the Committee tonight that request.  
 
  There being no further comments from the public, a motion was made by Committeewoman 
Spinelli and seconded by Committeeman Harz to close the Public Session. 
Vote:  All in favor  
 



   
 

5 
 

ORDINANCES – PUBLIC HEARING / SECOND READING 
2021-02 Second Reading and Public Hearing for final adoption of an Ordinance entitled “An 

Ordinance of the Township of Pittsgrove to Exceed the Municipal Budget 
Appropriation Limits and to Establish a Cap Bank (N.J.S.A. 40a:4-45.14)” 

  
 A motion was made by Committeeman Schmidt and seconded by Committeewoman Spinelli 
to open the Public Hearing for comments on Ordinance No. 2021-02. 
Vote:  All in favor 
 

There being no comments, the Public Hearing was closed on a motion by Committeewoman 
Spinelli and seconded by Committeeman Harz. 
Vote:  All in favor  
 
 On a motion by Committeewoman Spinelli and seconded by Committeeman Schmidt, 
Ordinance 2021-02 was adopted on second reading for final passage. 
Roll Call:  
Aye -  Harz, Schmidt, Spinelli, Copare 
Nay -  0 
Absent- Girsham 
 
RESOLUTIONS  
91-2021 Authorizing the Payment of Bills  
92-2021 Authorizing Local Examination of Budget  
93-2021 Authorizing to Read Budget by Title Only 
94-2021  Inserting an Item of Revenue in the 2021 Budget 
95-2021 Issuing Change Order Number 1 to the Contract for Gershal Avenue Section II 

Roadway Improvements 
96-2021 Consenting to the Conditions Set Forth in an Agreement to Sell Development 

Easement on Property Located in the Township of Pittsgrove, County of Salem, State 
of New Jersey 

97-2021 Recognizing Nicholas Smith, Student Representative from the Arthur P. Schalick 
High School, for His Work as an Associate Member on the Pittsgrove Township 
Environmental Commission 

98-2021 Authorizing the Renewal of 2021-2022 Alcoholic Beverage License No.  
1710-33-004-006 Centerton Inn, Inc. 

99-2021 Authorizing the Renewal of 2021-2022 Alcoholic Beverage License No.  
1710-44-007-002 Alkeshkumar Patel 

100-2021 Authorizing the Renewal of 2021-2022 Alcoholic Beverage License No. 
1710-33-003-009 Caddy’s Pub And Grill, Inc. 

101-2021 Authorizing the Renewal of 2021-2022 Alcoholic Beverage License No. 
1710-33-002-008 The Grove At Centerton, LLC 

102-2021 Authorizing the Renewal of 2021-2022 Alcoholic Beverage License No. 
  1710-33-001-005 Steakouts Homeplate Style Dining, LLC 
103-2021  Authorizing the Renewal of 2021-2022 Alcoholic Beverage License No.  

1710-31-005-001 Garden State Lodge #1534 IBPOE of W 
104-2021 To Authorize an On-Premise 50/50 Raffle License to the Bridgeton Area Chamber 

of Commerce Foundation, Inc. 
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105-2021 To Authorize an Off-Premise 50/50 Raffle License to the Bridgeton Area Chamber 
of Commerce Foundation, Inc. 

106-2021 Approval to Submit a Grant Application and Execute a Grant Contract with  
the New Jersey Department of Transportation for the 2021 Gershal Avenue 
Roadway Improvements Project 

 
A motion was made by Committeeman Harz and seconded by Committeewoman Spinelli to 

vote by Consent Agenda Resolution No. 91-2021 through 106-2021. 
Roll Call:  
Aye - Harz, Schmidt, Spinelli, Copare   
Nay -   0 
Absent- Girsham 
  
 A motion was made by Committeeman Schmidt and seconded by Committeewoman Spinelli 
to adopt by Consent Agenda Resolution No. 91-2021 through 106-2021. 
Roll Call:  
Aye - Harz, Schmidt, Spinelli, Copare   
Nay -   0 
Absent- Girsham 
 
PUBLIC HEARING – 2021 MUNICIPAL BUDGET 

 
Mayor Copare announced that anyone wishing to speak on the 2021 Municipal Budget 

should please state their name and the municipality in which you live for the record.  On a motion 
by Committeewoman Spinelli and seconded by Committeeman Schmidt, the meeting was opened to 
the Public. 
Vote: All in favor 
  

There being no comments from the public, a motion was made by Committeewoman Spinelli 
and seconded by Committeeman Harz to close the Public Hearing. 
Vote:  All in favor 
 
RESOLUTION 
107-2021 2021 Municipal Budget – Adoption  
 
 A motion was made by Committeeman Harz and seconded by Committeewoman Spinelli to 
adopt Resolution No. 107-2021. 
Roll Call:  
Aye - Harz, Schmidt, Spinelli, Copare   
Nay -   0 
Absent- Girsham 
 
 
 
 
ORDINANCE 
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 A motion was made by Committeewoman Spinelli and seconded by Committeeman Harz to 
introduce on first reading Ordinance No. 2021-03 entitled “Bond Ordinance Providing for Various 
2021 General Capital Improvements, by and in the Township of Pittsgrove, in the County of Salem, 
State of New Jersey; Appropriating $787,000 therefor (Including a Grant Expected to be Received 
from the New Jersey Department of Transportation) and Authorizing the Issuance of $153,000 
Bonds or Notes to Finance Part of the Cost thereof” “  
Roll Call:  
Aye - Harz, Schmidt, Spinelli, Copare   
Nay -   0 
Absent - Girsham 
 
PUBLIC SESSION II - AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION  
 
 On a motion by Committeeman Schmidt and seconded by Committeewoman Spinelli, the 
meeting was again opened to the Public. 
Vote:  All in favor 
 
Gail Santafede, Pittsgrove, stated that she called Shore Animal Control, but they have yet to help 
her. They are too busy doing other things. They don't drop off traps. They don't do anything to help. 
They have done absolutely nothing and it’s been two weeks. Her cat is missing after three other cats 
came in and attacked her. They won't come and trap the other cats at night, but that is when they 
come. There are other people in the Township that feel the same way. Her neighbors are very upset 
that they're not coming out with traps and they're not getting anybody to help. Ned Shimp, former 
Animal Control Officer, was always helping us. It didn’t matter when you called. He would show 
up and teach you how to set the trap and come back to pick it up.  
 
  There being no further comments from the public, a motion was made by Committeeman 
Schmidt and seconded by Committeeman Harz to close the Public Session. 
Vote:  All in favor  
 
OLD BUSINESS  
 

- Update by Township Administrator  
      Re:  Non-Verbal Communication Board for Green Branch Park 
 

Administrator Hughes provided an update to the Township Committee on a resident’s proposal to 
put a Non-Verbal Communication Board for children with special needs at one of our parks. Since 
the last meeting, she decided to start a fund-raising operation for that board; I was amazed that she 
the raised money within a week. She has since ordered the board and it was delivered to us on Friday. 
We are making preparations to do the install. We met with her at the playground at Green Branch 
Park so between Public Works Manager, myself and Ms. Bright we found a suitable location and we 
expect to have the Board installed in the very near future. We have to make a frame to go around it 
because we're afraid of possibility of damage if somebody runs into it because it's two feet wide and 
eight feet long. A very good fund-raising effort and I do applaud her for what she did. I think it's 
going to be a great addition to Green Branch Park. In addition to that, we're seeking grant funding 
to try and buy two more boards; one for Unity Park and one for Deer Pen Park. 
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NEW BUSINESS 
 

- Memorandum from Township Administrator   
 Re:  Recommendation to Promote/Hire  
 

A motion was made by Committeewoman Spinelli and seconded by Committeeman 
Schmidt, to approve the Township Administrator’s recommendation to hire Administrative 
Assistant, Brittany Bogan. 
Vote: All in favor 

 
- Ryan Schofield, Public Works Laborer 1 

 Re:  Resignation 
 

A motion was made by Committeeman Schmidt and seconded by Committeewoman 
Spinelli, to accept with regret the resignation of Public Works Laborer I, Ryan Schofield. 
Vote: All in favor 

 
Mayor Copare announced that the Municipal Building is open to public access for business as usual. 
 
 ADJOURNMENT 
 

There being no further business, a motion was made by Committeewoman Spinelli and  
seconded by Committeeman Harz to adjourn the meeting. 
Vote:  All in favor 
 
 

 
Constance S. Garton 

Municipal Clerk 


