
PITTSGROVE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE 
            REGULAR MEETING MINUTES                                    

SEPTEMBER 8, 2021 – 7:30 P.M. 
 
 

   
 

 
The Pittsgrove Township Committee met by teleconference on September 8, 2021. Mayor 

Fiore J. Copare, MD, presided. Mayor Copare called the meeting to order and stated that the meeting 
was transmitted to the Township designated newspapers in accordance with Public Law 1975, 
Chapter 231. He led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
Present:     Girsham, Harz, Schmidt, Spinelli, Copare      
 
Administrator Hughes, Municipal Clerk Garton and Deputy Municipal Clerk Alward were also in 
attendance.  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES  -   August 25, 2021 Regular Meeting 
 

On a motion by Committeeman Girsham and seconded by Committeeman Harz the August 
25, 2021 Regular Meeting Minutes were approved as submitted. 
Vote:  All in favor  
 
TOWNSHIP SOLICITOR’S REPORT  
 

The Township Committee acknowledged the receipt of the Township Solicitor’s Report 
which provided a summary of the following items: Salem County Storm Water Facilities, Resolution 
Regarding Cannabis, Morton Avenue Drain Issue & Master Plan Ordinance. 

 
TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

Mayor Copare called on each committee member present as follows: 
 
Committeeman Girsham will report his update for the Recreation Advisory Committee under 

Old Business. 
 
Committeeman Harz had nothing to report. 
 
Committeeman Schmidt had nothing to report. 
 
Committeewoman Spinelli attended a meeting with CFO Colaneri and Administrator Hughes 

regarding the backhoe currently in the shop awaiting repair. The estimated cost of repair is $17,000. 
Currently a backhoe is being rented as it is needed for use daily. Different options of remedy were 
discussed such as repair, leasing or purchasing a new one. More information will follow as it 
becomes available. Committeewoman Spinelli liked the idea of a warranty with a new purchase. 
Committeeman Girsham notated it may be more fiscally responsible to lease. 
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MAYOR’S REPORT  

           Mayor Copare spoke passionately about the importance of getting the COVID vaccine and 
emphasized those who are not vaccinated should. Children are now being impacted by virus. There 
is a significant uptick of cases in the area. He reminded everyone that just last year in our 
neighborhood, INSPIRA, Vineland, they had to store the deceased in refrigerated tractor trailers 
because the morgues were beyond compacity; he does not want this to occur again especially with 
our youth included.  

PUBLIC SESSION - AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION  
 
 Mayor Copare announced that anyone wishing to speak should please state your name and 
the municipality in which you live for the record and in five (5) minutes or less briefly state your 
comments to the Township Committee. 
 
 On a motion by Committeewoman Spinelli and seconded by Committeeman Schmidt, the 
meeting was opened to the Public. 
Vote:  All in favor 
 
  There being no comments from the public, a motion was made by Committeewoman Spinelli 
and seconded by Committeeman Girsham to close the Public Session. 
Vote:  All in favor  
 
RESOLUTIONS  
124 - 2021 Payment of Bills – (Bill List attached) 
125 - 2021 Declaring Improvements Complete and Authorizing Release of Performance 

Guarantees RE: A&B Estates, LLC Block 101, Lot 7.01 
126 - 2021 Authorizing a Fireworks Display at 2021 Trunk or Treat  

 
A motion was made by Committeewoman Spinelli and seconded by Committeeman Harz to 

vote by Consent Agenda on Resolutions No. 124-2021 through 126-2021. 
Roll Call:  
Aye - Girsham, Harz, Schmidt, Spinelli, Copare   
Nay -  0 
  
 A motion was made by Committeeman Schmidt and seconded by Committeewoman Spinelli 
to adopt by Consent Agenda Resolutions No. 124-2021 through 126-2021. 
Roll Call:  
Aye - Girsham, Harz, Schmidt, Spinelli, Copare   
Nay -  0 
 
OLD BUSINESS  
 

- Recreation Advisory Committee  
 Re:  2021 Budget 
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 Committeeman Girsham spoke with CFO Colaneri regarding the anticipated surplus after 
running the 2021 scheduled events. The monetary amounts can carry over into 2022 should the 
engineering fees be in excess of the surplus amount and then combined with a budgeted amount in 
2022. He notated that Administrator Hughes is diligently trying to get the cost analysis from the 
Engineer for projects, but hasn’t gotten a response yet.  In addition, the lack of meetings for 
2020/2021 and neglect of a Reorganization were mentioned. Committeeman Girsham and 
Committeeman Schmidt anticipate attending the next RAC meeting and plan to guide RAC back on 
track with Reorganization, the designation of a Chairperson and Secretary and distribution of 
Committee By-Laws to the members.   
 
NEW BUSINESS  

Committeeman Harz prompted discussion on the proposed meeting schedule revision from 
twice a month to once a month. The consensus of the committee was to implement the change 
beginning October 2021. Committeeman Harz prefers the single meeting be held earlier in the month 
so if a special meeting is needed there is time later in the month to do so. Clerk Garton indicated a 
meeting later in the month would allow matters at hand for the month to be compiled and submitted 
in a timely fashion; A special meeting could be held so long as 48-hour notice has been given. The 
members agreed the meeting date providing the maximum productiveness would be best. Clerk 
Garton will submit proposed dates to the members before anything is implemented.  

 
 Committeeman Harz also questioned when they could anticipate returning to the regular in- 
person meeting format. Mayor Copare replied that although he does miss the face-to-face interaction 
with the public, as he mentioned in his Mayor’s Report, the COVID cases are on the rise again and it 
is not in the best interest of the residents to return to in-person meetings at this time. He also feels as 
though we have had a great turn out to our virtual meetings, much more so than when they are in- 
person.  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 

There being no further business, a motion was made by Committeewoman Spinelli and  
seconded by Committeeman Schmidt to adjourn the meeting. 
Vote:  All in favor 
 
 

 
Constance S. Garton 

Municipal Clerk 


