
PITTSGROVE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE 
            REGULAR MEETING MINUTES                                    

DECEMBER 8, 2021 – 7:30 P.M. 
 
 

   
 

The Pittsgrove Township Committee met by teleconference on December 8, 2021. Mayor 
Fiore J. Copare, MD, presided. Mayor Copare called the meeting to order and stated that the meeting 
was transmitted to the Township designated newspapers in accordance with Public Law 1975, 
Chapter 231. He led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
Present: Harz, Schmidt, Spinelli, Copare      
Absent:  Girsham 
 
Solicitor Marmaro, Administrator Hughes, Municipal Clerk Garton and Deputy Municipal Clerk 
Alward were also in attendance.  
 
APPROVAL OF 10/2021 TOWNSHIP DEPARTMENTAL/ACTIVITY REPORTS 
Cash Management Plan 
Housing/Zoning/Code Enforcement Official 
Tax Collector 
Construction Code Official 
Registrar of Vital Statistics 
Public Works 
Clean Communities 
Recycling 
Tax Assessor 
Land Use 
Finance Officer 
 

On a motion by Committeeman Harz and seconded by Committeewoman Spinelli, the 
Departmental Activity Reports were accepted. 
Vote:  All in favor 
 
TOWNSHIP ENGINEER’S REPORT - Fralinger Engineering, PA 

 
The Township Committee acknowledged the receipt of the Township Engineer’s Report 

which provided a summary of the following projects: 2020 NJDOT Trust Fund (Morton Avenue 
Phase II), 2021 NJDOT Trust Fund (Morton Avenue Phase III) and NJDOT Trust Fund Applications 
for FY2022. 
 
TOWNSHIP SOLICITOR’S REPORT  
 

Solicitor Marmaro presented his report on the following topics: Salem County Stormwater 
Facilities, Lighting Proposal for Green Branch Park, Tort Claim Matter and AFSCME Negotiations.  

 
TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

Mayor Copare called on each committee member present as follows: 
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Committeeman Harz reported we have a letter from the Economic Development Committee 
(EDC) that addresses two things: 1. We didn't ban any of the cannabis licenses/activities which 
leaves us wide open to applications. EDC wants to know what we are going do about it.   We need 
to sit down and figure out what requirements are we going to put on a business that wants to start 
here. We can't exactly say no, but we can decide what the rules are outside of the ones dictated by 
the State. The State hasn't even put all the rules together and each municipality has to come up with 
their rules.  Rules would include things like licensing, what kind of property, how much space 
between them and other buildings or residences. I'm suggesting a subcommittee is appointed to 
consider and take comments from the residents of our Township and see what people think about 
how to address this. 2.  Triad Associates submitted a Market Analysis Proposal to EDC to include 
backgrounds on traffic flow, what types of business might be good to have to offer and what kind of 
interest there was in various businesses and properties. We don't fully have the scope of that, but we 
do have the clarity to know that it's about $10,000 to do Phase One. EDC likes the idea as it is finally 
a chance to put together something that might bring in some good and healthy businesses that are 
acceptable.   

Committeeman Schmidt echoed Committeeman Harz’s report.  
 
Committeewoman Spinelli attended the Planning Board meeting regarding the Dollar 

General. The vote will be held at the next meeting to be held on December 28, 2021. 
 
MAYOR’S REPORT  

Mayor Copare confirmed that Committeemen Harz and Schmidt are the Standing Committee 
for Economic Development for 2021.  Any cost for projects/expenses that EDC is looking to incur 
during 2022 should be included in its Budget and a copy of the Triad Market Analysis Proposal 
should be shared with the Township Committee to review.  As pertains to cannabis, the Township 
Committee did not adopt an Ordinance; a Resolution was adopted, however.  The Mayor concurred 
that there will need to be discussions on this topic moving forward.  Solicitor Marmero advised that 
any applicants would first have to seek a Letter of Support from the Township Committee.  The 
Centerton Lake Homeowner’s Association contacted the Mayor regarding its intent to donate 
Centerton Lake to the Township once all issues regarding the dam violations are resolved.   Ninety-
seven (97) attended the Planning Board Zoom Meeting for the Dollar General Application.  The 
proposed store will now have more cosmetic appeal and the road will be widened.  

PUBLIC SESSION - AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION  
 
 Mayor Copare announced that anyone wishing to speak should please state your name and 
the municipality in which you live for the record and in five (5) minutes or less briefly state your 
comments to the Township Committee. 
 
 On a motion by Committeeman Schmidt and seconded by Committeewoman Spinelli, the 
meeting was opened to the Public. 
Vote:  All in favor 
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  There being no comments from the public, a motion was made by Committeeman Schmidt 
and seconded by Committeewoman Spinelli to close the Public Session. 
Vote:  All in favor  
 
RESOLUTIONS  
148-2021 Payment of Bills – (Bill List attached) 
149-2021 Authorizing the Refund of Fee for Permit #21-187 
150-2021 Authorizing the Cancellation of Escrow #13-09 to Surplus 
151-2021         To Authorize the Cancellation and Refund of 2021 Property Taxes for Tax-Exempt 
  Veteran 
152-2021 Relating to Enforcement of Ordinance No. 8-1995 Providing for Removal of  

Junk and Debris to Abate Public Nuisance 
 
A motion was made by Committeewoman Spinelli and seconded by Committeeman Schmidt 

to vote by Consent Agenda on Resolutions No. 148-2021 through 152-2021. 
Roll Call:  
Aye - Harz, Schmidt, Spinelli, Copare   
Nay -  0 
Absent-Girsham 
 
 A motion was made by Committeeman Schmidt and seconded by Committeewoman Spinelli 
to adopt by Consent Agenda Resolutions No. 148-2021 through 152-2021. 
Roll Call:  
Aye - Girsham, Harz, Schmidt, Spinelli, Copare   
Nay -  0 
Absent-Girsham 
 
OLD BUSINESS  
 
 Mayor Copare invited Andrew Conte, Gabel Associates and Ryan Scerbo, Esquire, DeCotiis 
Law to share their update on the Pittsgrove Solar Project.  

Andrew Conti, Gable Associates, announced we are the energy consultants for the Township. We 
work with you on your side of the table providing expertise as we navigate this Solar Project. This 
project actually started in 2018 with the Feasibility Study and has progressed since then through an 
RFP procurement process into a lease agreement and into some development process that has been 
ongoing through the pandemic. Up to this point we've actually been a little bit delayed and slowed 
down, specifically, by trying to get into a state program called the Community Solar Energy Pilot 
Program Application. I am happy to report that Pittsgrove has been selected and approved as a 
Community Solar Project which is fantastic! To give you an idea of the scale of this, not only what 
it means for our project specifically, but there were 412 applicants in the state, 299 applications that 
were actually evaluated, 105 projects were actually awarded and only 7 of those 105 were in Atlantic 
City Electric (ACE) territory. Pittsgrove Township was one of those 7. When it comes down to it, 
really, really good performance of our application with HESP Solar against all the other respondents 
that had or applicants that went in. Mainly, that is due to the heavy hand of participation and effort 
from the Township. Congratulations to the Committee and thank you for all the hard work and 
getting here because it has been a Township driven project thankfully. Your score was a 92 out of 
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100. The highest score out of all the scoring that was done was a 98. You have approved for 2.2 
megawatts DC of solar. The conditional approval means that you are conditioned on completing 
construction so you're fully approved once your operational and we have 12 months to construct 
from now. To explain one more time, the project will produce electricity. That electricity will go to 
the Atlantic City Electric grid and then there will be a purchase of that electricity by the subscribers 
of this Community Solar Project. Those off takers are intended to be residents of Pittsgrove and if 
we have more than enough for the residents of Pittsgrove then we'll look outside of that for 
neighboring towns that we can help support.  What the subscribers get in return is a credit on their 
ACE bill for that solar energy. They buy it at a lower price and they get a very high credit back to 
them that covers a good portion of their bill as an individual homeowner or a renter if they pay a 
bill. Residential utility account is offset dramatically and that savings is enabled by Pittsgrove. What 
Pittsgrove gets from this is a higher lease payment.  Solicitor Ryan Scerbo can go through exactly 
what the process is in the agreement that we currently have and then what the milestones are as far 
as agreements going forward from here.   

Ryan Scerbo, Esquire, DeCotiis Law, said we have been selected as a Community Solar Project 
which drastically changes the economics of the Agreement that we entered into with HESP. If you 
remember, that was our overall goal. Of course, that carried with it the greatest economic benefit to 
the Township and if it had not been selected as a Community Solar Project and remained a Grid Tied 
Project then the economic benefit in terms of payments to the Township would have been drastically 
reduced.  This is the best outcome we could have hoped for.  There is a schedule contained in the 
Agreement which really is driven more by the BPU's decision that we must complete the project 
within a specified period of time or HESP must complete it within a specified period of time and it's 
in our best interest really to work with them on that schedule. Of course, the duration of their 
schedule will be dictated by the BPU's tolerance of any delay that they may encounter along the way. 
One of the next hurdles is the Redevelopment Agreement which there were communications about 
that today and your Solicitor is involved in this.  It is in the developer’s hands right now for review. 
Once we get past that document, then they should be off and running through the final design 
permitting process. We have to have Atlantic City Electric bless the project and allow us to 
interconnect. Atlantic City Electric has performed some improvements on their system and they have 
adjusted some of their mathematics on how they do interconnection. Our last time speaking to them, 
they told us that we could do a 1.5 MW project which is less than the 2.2 we were approved for but 
still within the range of what we expected given the information and work that we've been doing. 
We think interconnection approval from Atlantic City Electric includes approval of putting the 
project on the landfill which should not be that problematic as the landfill is properly closed and has 
been for a while.  Then, ultimately back to the Township for permits for construction and electrical. 
Congratulations on a well-earned approval from the Board of Public Utilities and there's going to be 
more activity and a hive of movement going forward.  Hopefully approaching quickly, some 
discussions on staging and construction starting sometime in the spring out at the landfill site.  

Mayor Copare thanked the consultants for sharing the great news on the award and stated that we're 
ecstatic.   

NEW BUSINESS  
 

- Timothy Nichols, Public Works Laborer I 
 Re:  Resignation 
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- Giovanni Briggs, Public Works Laborer II 

 Re:  Resignation 
 

A motion was made by Committeeman Schmidt and seconded by Committeewoman 
Spinelli, to accept the resignations of Public Works Laborer I, Timothy Nichols and Public Works 
Laborer II, Giovanni Briggs. 
Vote: All in favor 

 
ADJOURNMENT 
 

There being no further business, a motion was made by Committeewoman Spinelli and  
seconded by Committeeman Schmidt to adjourn the meeting. 
Vote:  All in favor 
 
 

 
Constance S. Garton 

Municipal Clerk 


