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1. Introduction and Purpose of Visit 

2. Current Agricultural Operations and Land Use 

 Identify yourself and the agency you represent and that you are there for the farmland 

preservation annual monitoring visit. 

 Explain the purpose of the annual monitoring visit (To confirm the farm is in compliance 

with the DOE, check in with landowner to see how things are going, and provide 

information on any programs and resources that might be helpful). 

 Confirm the Owner has a copy of the Deed of Easement (DOE) and is familiar with the 

restrictions. 

 Explain the DOE’s role in protecting agricultural land. 

 Emphasize this is a collaborative process to ensure compliance, address concerns, and 

connect resources. 

 Confirm ownership and contact information. 

 Confirm landowner received the monitoring notice (if necessary). 

 Offer a business card or some other way for the landowner to contact you. 

 Ask about current farming activities and any changes from previous year. 

 Verify land use generally aligns with permitted activities under the DOE. 

 Ask about any improvements or changes to agricultural operation and infrastructure 

since the last monitoring visit or planned in the near future. 

 Clarify approval requirements if necessary (House replacement, exercising RDSO, 

Division of Premises, ag Labor housing, access to exception area, solar, SOE’s, RME’s). 

 Note any challenges or successes in farm operations. 
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3. Prohibited Activities and Potential Violations 
 Review prohibited activities (unapproved subdivision, unapproved housing, non-

agricultural development/use, importation of solid waste, erosion, overgrown fields, 

etc.) Provide Fact Sheet. 

 Discuss any historical concerns or any new concerns observed during property 

walkthrough. 

 Provide opportunity for landowner to explain any concerns and take notes. 

 Clarify easement restrictions if needed. 

4. Resources, Questions, and Next Steps 
 Offer technical assistance or connect landowner with agricultural resources (soil and 

water cost share, wildlife fencing, farm link, ag mediation, farm transfer and succession 

support, and ag resources page). 

 Answer any questions about easement terms or permitted activities. 

 Let them know a follow up letter summarizing your site visit including anything 

discussed, any concerns, and relevant resources will be sent. 

Note: Bring copies of the Deed of Easement, survey/maps, and any relevant previous 

monitoring correspondence for reference during the visit.  

Be professional and respectful in conversations and a little bit of small talk is ok! Building good 

relationships with landowners can help prevent issues in the future. 
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