
Annual Monitoring Visit Fact Sheet 

Annual Monitoring Visit Fact Sheet Updated: 1/5/2026 Page 1 of 2 

What is an Annual Monitoring Visit? 
An annual monitoring visit is a routine inspection conducted by the farm’s easement holder or 

approved representative to ensure compliance with the terms of the farmland preservation 

deed of easement (DOE).  

What to Expect During the Visit 
Before the Visit: 

• Landowners receive notice at least 24 hours in advance and within regular hours of 

operation as required by the DOE. 

During the Visit: 

• Farmland preservation staff or its representatives will conduct a walkthrough of the 

property, landowners are welcome to join, or staff may go by themselves. 

• Staff will take photos of key areas of the farm for documentation. 

• Either during a scheduling phone call or at the site visit staff will discuss the current 

farming operation and any recent or future changes to the operation or infrastructure. 

They may ask about the current use of existing structures or land use on the property. 

• If there are concerns identified, staff may bring them up during the visit, or you may be 

notified in writing later. 

• You will have the opportunity to ask questions, follow-up emails or phone calls to staff 

are always welcome if questions remain after the visit. 
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After the Visit: 

• Staff are required to complete an electronic monitoring report to document the site 

visit observations. 

• You will receive a written letter with follow-up on any questions or compliance issues 

identified. 

• Documentation of the visit is required to be maintained for easement records. 

Landowner FAQ 
Why do we monitor? 

State regulations require that farms preserved with SADC funds be monitored annually 

to ensure compliance with the terms of the Deed of Easement. It’s also a good 

opportunity for the easement holder and landowners to connect. 

Do I have to be present for the site visit?  

While not required, it is encouraged. This is your opportunity to ask questions, hear 

about grants, etc. 

What if I have been issued a concern or violation letter after the monitoring visit?  

We want to resolve compliance issues amicably. Please reach out to your easement 

holder to discuss possible solutions towards resolving issues. 


